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CAMPOS: Did you need to test it?
MURPHY: Oh no, it's fine; I tested it already. 1 This is Katie Murphy with Brother
Miguel Campos, did I pronounce that right? Thank you} of the Christian Brothers of
LaSalle University ofPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania. We are in Brother Miguel's office in
the Peale House at LaSalle, and today's date is Wednesday, July 15, 2009, and do I have
your permission to record?

I

CAMPOS: You do.
MURPHY: Thank you. Could you please state your full name?
CAMPOS: My name is Miguel Adolfo Campos.
MURPHY: Could you tell me when and where you were born?
CAMPOS: I was born in Guaotanamo, Cuba, not in the naval base,2 in the city of
Guantanamo, in June 1938.
MURPHY: How many years did you live there?
CAMPOS: I lived there I guess about seventeen years.
MURPHY: Do you have any siblings?
CAMPOS: Two brothers, one Pedro, and Freddy. Pedro died about five years ago.
MURPHY: Do they still live in Cuba?
CAMPOS: No. Freddy, the other one who' s living, lives in Miami.
MURPHY: Can you describe your childhood home to me, like for example what kind of
house or neighborhood you lived in?

1

As I set up the digital recorder, Brother Miguel asked if I needed to test it. I didn't realize I pushed record,
so the recorder picked up the question before the formal interview began I apologize for the error.
2
The naval base to which Brother Miguel is referring is Guantanomo Bay Naval Base, more commonly
referred to as "GITMO." GITMO is a United States naval base, the oldest overseas, and is located on the
Oriente Province is southeastern Cuba. It is the only U.S. naval base in a countty ruled by Communism
GITMO is more renown today for its detention camp in which captured terrorists were subjected to torture.
The GITMO detention center has since been closed. ht ://www.en.wiki dia.or wiki/Guantanamo.Ba .Naval.Base - Accessed August 5, 2009.
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CAMPOS: When I was born and my first five years, I lived in a big house in a sugar mill
town outside Guantanamo. It was a big house with a big porch, a big living room and
dining room, and there was a porch in the back where there was a garden, and a patio and
the kitchen and bedrooms were along the porch.
MURPHY: That sounds like it was a fun place (laughs).
CAMPOS: It was, for me it was always a place of magic, a house full of magic.
MURPHY: What did you do for fun as a child in Cuba?
CAMPOS: Well, there were many of us there; my two brothers and there were about nine
cousins. We were living very close together, so we did a lot of things together. We played
baseball together, we had parties together. There were always birthdays, so it was not
just the three boys in the family. It was a large family; we did a lot of things together.
MURPHY: Now has that continued? Do you have any family in Cuba that still lives close
together?
CAMPOS: They' re not in Cuba anymore; most of my family is living in parts of the
United States, especially close to Miami. But I think there are two aunts in Cuba, very
elderly ladies. But everybody's gone now.
MURPHY: Is that common in Cuban culture to have the extended families live together?
CAMPOS: You know, I think so, but in the case of my family, what makes us so united,
from my understanding is that my grandfather from my mother' s side, He came from a
family of five siblings. There were five, they all married and they all stayed at home, the
five. So that means that my mom, when she was growing up as a baby, as a little girl, she
grew up with her cousins. So now when she got married, the next generation, and of
course she did not stay with my grandparents. [
]. But the family still sticks
together. I think that has remained that way until the day my great-aunt died in Miami,
about ten years ago. In other words, that generation of my grandparents has disappeared,
and the unity that we used to have, I think we expressed that at that funeral. That was the
last time we came together as a large family . There were Christmas and New Years Eve
parties, at which there were maybe about 150 people. (Murphy laughs) Cousins, and
relatives, and in-laws, just a big family. But I think that it's mostly gone by now. I think
we still remain together, but we don't get together for parties or for funerals they way we
used to.
MURPHY: How important was religion to you as a child and as you grew up?
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CAMPOS: It was important because my grandmother was very religious, and she went to
church daily. So as kids we saw her going to church in the morning, and then as we began
to grow up we went to Catholic school. We went to the Brothers' school in
Guantanamo.3 The three of us, we went to school, so I think religion was very important,
something that was most important. Hearing Confession on Fridays and Saturdays, that
was important too. We used to follow the practice of the family.
MURPHY: I'd like to ask you some questions about when you went to school. When did
you start school, at what age?
CAMPOS: I think I was six or seven; I had tutors; my family, they had tutors for us, so
by the time I went to school- well, I didn't go to kindergarten; I went to first year- I was
able to read and write and everything else. I was very advanced; that's what I remember.
I think I was first in the class, (Murphy laughs) in all the elementary schools and all the
secondary schools, and I think it was because of that, because of my parents.
MURPHY: Because you had a private tutor?
CAMPOS: Right, and because I started later, so I was probably more developed than
other kids. It didn't show, but I used to sweep all the awards; (Murphy laughs) they hated
me! (Laughter)
MURPHY: When did you learn English? Was it in grade school, or was it not until later?
CAMPOS: In grade school we had English and in secondary school; in secondary school
I think I became more serious because I had the idea that I would go to a school in the
United States for engineering, so I really needed the language. In high school I really
made an effort to learn English.
MURPHY: Do you have any memories about anything that was especially hard about
learning English?
CAMPOS: Not really. I used to like the music, so with the music and songs, it was easy
to remember. And I think I had the chance to be with good teachers; in particular one
lady from Jamaica who spoke beautiful English; she was just wonderful. And she made
us love the language, so I liked English and I was reading a lot of things in English.
MURPHY: Good, so did you grow up with loving both English and Cuban culture?
CAMPOS: Yes, oh yes, very much so.

3

By the "Brothers." Brother Miguel is referring to the Christian Brothers' school.
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MURPHY: And music?
CAMPOS: Yes, I think I was more inclined to the sciences and engineering, so I didn't
read much of Cuban literature or Spanish literature. That came much later in life,
discovering novels and literature.
MURPHY: Okay, so you mentioned this one teacher, you said she was a Jamaican
teacher; she was an English teacher you had? Are there any other teachers that stand out
to you, since you yourself taught later in life, that were influential to you as being great
teachers that may have inspired you to teach?
CAMPOS: I think there were some Brothers; I think there was this one in my junior year
of high school who was an excellent teacher. I think I got As in all my classes (Murphy
laughs) because of his approach. He was into sports, and science; he was a good model.
And then of course there was another one who was more pastoral, you know, more
concerned with growing up and personal development, and I just trusted him a lot,
Brother Pablo, he was a great influence in my life. So it was Brother Manuel and Brother
Pablo, they were good people.
MURPHY: And were they Christian Brothers?
CAMPOS: Yes, they were Christian Brothers. One was a Mexican and the other was a
Cuban.
MURPHY: Okay, so you've kind ofbeen around the Christian Brothers for I guess a long
time! (Laughs)
CAMPOS: Yes, since first grade, except for when I went to college for three years, I was
connected to the Brothers.
MURPHY: So I learned- I got a lot of stuff from Brother Joe in the archives- that you
entered the Christian Brothers in Havana in 1959, is that correct?
CAMPOS: Yes that's correct. 4 Tomorrow is my fiftieth.
MURPHY: Oh, congratulations! (Laughs) Congratulations! Do you have memories of
when you decided 'this is what I want to do'?

4

I began to ask Brother Miguel if he had any significant memories of entering the Brothers, but he
interrupted me to say tomorrow was his fiftieth anniversary of entering the Brothers! A welcome
interruption!
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CAMPOS: Yeah, you see what happened was I had the idea that I wanted to be a Brother
in high school, but then of course when I went to college, dating and parties and perhaps
too much drinking (Laughter)- I kind of forgot. There was a promise of being a
chemical engineer, and get married and follow through. But I got into a real difficulty in
one school; at one point had to leave school at one point because of a drinking party.
MURPHY: Oh, (laughs) everyone has skeletons!
CAMPOS: (Laughs) Yes, well this is mine. So I was sent home for three months; it was
unfortunate. You know, I was able to go back to schoo~ [
] when I went home,
of course my parents were very upset. Brother Pablo, who was a very good friend, he
took me to a very poor neighborhood one day to - he was going to help some people and coming back from that place, he asked me the question "You know, what are you
going to do with your life? I mean you have all this opportunity to go to school in the
United States, to study, and you are just wasting money; you're throwing money away.
The reality is there are millions of people like these [poorf families, so what are you
going to do with your life?" And of course, you know, I wanted to say something, but he
said "Don't say anything, think about it." So I came back to the States to school, and I did
think about it, and I kind of decided well maybe I should go back to Cuba and join the
Brothers, and that's what I did.
MURPHY: Oh great, so what are your memories of the time after you entered and after
you entered the novitiate?
CAMPOS: I think what impressed me most was, is that it was very monastic, very quiet,
but what impressed me was the high quality of the study of Scripture, of the Bible, of the
history of Christ, the community, the singing, the Office. 6 I was very impressed with that
when I went. And I was. sent to Rome to the Scholasticate for Theology, and I think what
impressed me the most was the tradition of the Church, for 2,000 years, was every time
the Church got into a different culture, a historic moment, the Church had to reinvent the
language,·their definitions, their liturgy, their music, their art, so they could evangelize
people. After four years of doing Theology, the impression I got is not just of learning
definitions of the bishops or the Pope, but of the billions of people who are struggling,
what had happened in history-they needed to confront the Scripture and reinvent religious
language and the sacraments, religious life, and morality, so that's what I discovered.
7
[
.
] It coincided with Vatican IT.
s I put in brackets to distinguish that Brother Pablo meant the poor families in the neighborhood he and
young Brother Miguel had just visited.
6
The Office refers to the Divine Office, certain Catholic prayers recited at established hours each day by
friests and religious.- http:// www.newadvent.org/cathen/11219a -Accessed August 5, 2009.
Vatican ll was the 21 ... council of Church leadess. It opened in Rome on October 11, 1962 and ended on
December 8, 1965. Its purpose was to reevaluate the position of the Roman Catholic Church in relation to
other religions, modem world issues, Scripture, and how the Catholic liturgy may be changed. Many papal
letters to the worldwide Church were issued, urging change in the Church to meet the demands of the 20th
centwy. Two significant results were the celebration of the liturgy in English, not Latin, and pennission
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MURPHY: And that was just upheaval.
CAMPOS: It was tops. To be able to be present in the square of St. Peter the da( all
those bishops were in procession into the Basilica, and that evening John XXIII spoke to
millions who were gathered in the square, telling us to love one another. The message
was so simple and so beautiful~ I just felt so happy.
MURPHY: I guess it was just surreal.
CAMPOS: Yes, it just felt wonderful to be Catholic, because this was part ofthe big
history of2,000 years of millions struggling to bring the Gospel to the modem world,
because at that time the Church was really very backwards, in the late '50s. There were
things like practices and traditions that were really not so impressive.
MURPHY: That had to change.
CAMPOS: Vatican II made the effort to bring the Church to the modem world and say,
"Well, we have to do the Church in a different way." That was exciting!
MURPHY: Absolutely. I was still in the mind of God then (laughter). Did you enter with
a lot of other young men? I mean, did any of your friends enter with you or did you more
so make friends after you entered?
CAMPOS: In my group, in my program in Cuba, there were eight that year. Now when I
went to Rome, it was a bit larger since we were coming from different parts of the world,
so there were about sixty of us in the Scholasticate. And none of them were my friends
since in Rome, we came from different parts of the world. I think there was another
Cuban, and all the sixty came from different international countries. I didn't know any of
them, but I became very friendly with some.
MURPHY: Good. So do you have any memories of when you made your perpetual
profession of vows, kind of"This is it!"? (Laughs)
CAMPOS: Perpetual came much later. We had to take five years of temporal vows, and
then you were admitted to final profession. And then I was teaching; I was in my first
teaching assignment in the Dominican Republic. It was my first or second year teaching,

for religious orders to wear secular clothing- htt ://wm' .cn.wiki
a.or wiki/Sccond. Vatican. ounciJ. Accessed August 5, 2009.
8
Brother Miguel is referring to Pope John xxm, who opened the Second Vatican Council in Rome. hll ://www.en.wiki dia.or \\iki/ ccond.Vatican. ouncil. -Accessed August 5, 2009.
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Maybe my first. What I remember is my students came to the final profession. It was
really very special.
MURPHY: Oh good. So you received the name of Brother Miguel Arturo? Is there any
significance about the name Arturo?
CAMPOS : No, I think the other names were worse! (Laughter) It was good!
MURPHY: (Laughs) Oh really, so it was the next best thing? Is that Spanish for Arthur?
CAMPOS: Yes.
MURPHY: Oh okay. And I'm sure that when Castro9 came to power, that was just an
upheaval. What are your memories of that time when the Communists came?
CAMPOS : Very limited memories because I had been studying in the United States for
three years during the Revolution, so I went back to Cuba with Castro already in power,
and I went to the novitiate. In the novitiate we had no contacts with our families or
friends, so when we were one day invited to consider leaving the country because there
were a lot of tensions with the Church and the government, I decided well, I' II go where I
want to be a Brother, so we were sent to Panama, and that was my experience with
Communists. I had no experience at the time, no first-hand experience with Communists,
because in the novitiate we were so secluded, so separated, from society that we didn't
know what was happening.
MURPHY: And was that always part of the program, to be so secluded to focus on what
you were doing?
CAMPOS : The novitiate yes, it concentrated in spirituality, on study, on prayer, and - so
I have to say that was a two-year experience, and when I left Cuba as a novice - we left
at 2:00 in the morning from Havana - and I had no idea what was happening in the
country. All the turmoil, all the changes that were taking place, all the tensions especially
with the Church, with the bishops, I had no idea.
MURPHY: So you were just kind of removed from it then.
CAMPOS : Yeah.

9

Castro refers to Fidel Castro, who led a successful coup against military dictator/president General
Fulgencio Batista in 1959. Castro declared Cuba a Socialist state, censored media critical of his policies,
ended democratic elections and eventually established a communist dictatorship. Communists are hostile
to organized religion, which meant Christian religious orders were persecuted http://www.biography.com/articles/FidciCastro.92-H 87?part 1-3.- Accessed August 5, 2009.
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MURPHY: Okay, well I guess that' s a good thing then, that you weren't disturbed in that
point of your life.
CAMPOS : It didn' t disturb me.
MURPHY: So I also learned that before you received your Religious Studies degree, you
worked on a Chemical Engineering degree. Is that correct?
CAMPOS : Yes.
MURPHY: Does science still interest you today.

CAMPOS : Oh yes, very much so.
MURPHY: Oh really? Chemistry or any other areas?
CAMPOS : Chemistry, I guess, I still have a love for Chemistry. In fact, I was reading an
article the other day by the Dean of Arts and Sciences, and I loved it so much, and I said
to myself it's almost like I'm regretting leaving my first love. It was talking about the
new Science building, and I thought well if I had been in Chemistry, I would be teaching
there.
MURPHY: Well, you never forget your first love (laughs). Do any memories stand out
to about earning your Religious Studies degree, any challenges or maybe any areas you
liked studying especially in Religion?
CAMPOS: Well, the M.A. was easy to me; it was no big deal. I think what I remember
was the study, all the historical developments, the definitions, the doctrines of definitions
- a lot of history, learning four languages, thinking this is what it is; very complex. But I
think what I enjoyed the most was going back for the doctorate, because that' s when I
really had the chance to do some research on the seventeenth century, of particular
authors, and I enjoyed that more than the undergraduate and graduate school.
MURPHY: Because you could be more focused on what you wanted to do?
CAMPOS : It was more independent research with mentors, you know, professors who
were very demanding, but very good people.
MURPHY: So was that the focus of your dissertation, seventeenth century Theology?
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CAMPOS: Yes, originally I wanted to study Cardinal Newman and the nineteenth
century, but then I was playing with a method I wanted to apply to Cardinal Newman,
and someday suggested "Well, why don't you do that with LaSalle 10?" So I did a really
scientific study of LaSalle and I kind of gave it up.11 It was a wonderful three years of
research and writing.
MURPHY: Oh, great, great! So the school you went to in Rome, it was called Jesus
Magister Lateran.
CAMPOS : The church is referred to as Jesu Magister; the school is the Pontifical
University of the Lateran.
MURPHY: Is there any special meaning behind that name ofLateran?
CAMPOS : Lateran is the name of a place in Rome, one of the four basilicas. There are
four big basilicas: St. Peter's, St. John Lateran, St. Paul, and St. Mary's. The Lateran is
one of the oldest places in Rome, where the Pope used to live in the fourth or fifth
century. Next to it, there was this Pontifical University, and that's where we studied.
MURPHY: Okay, can you describe your teaching experience in the Dominican?
CAMPOS: Oh yes, that was the best!
MURPHY: Oh really? (Laughs)
CAMPOS: I had never been working with teenagers; I was working with fourteen and
fifteen year old kids teaching Algebra and Religion; those were the two I was teaching. I
think most of all what I became for them was a brother. One of my students was killed by
a drunk driver after the first three months, and that changed me all year.
MURPHY: I imagine it would.
CAMPOS: I was shocked, and so were my students. Then we became family; I became
like their older brother.
MURPHY: So there was a good support network.
CAMPOS: Oh yeah, this was 1965. If I went to the Dominican tomorrow, I am sure I
would see twenty of thirty of those kids; they would come to see me.

10

LaSalle here refers not to the University, but to its namesake, Saint John Baptist De La Salle, who
founded the order the Christian Brothers in France in 1679. The Brothers devoted themselves solely to the
education of poor boys - htt ://w\vw.lasallian.info/tem late/ a e.cfm?id=5.- Accessed August 5, 2009.
11
" Gave it up" means he gave up researching Cardinal Newman.
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MURPHY: I'm sure they would (Laughs)
CAMPOS : In twenty four hours they would. We were so together by that, the impact of
that dramatic day. I've never forgotten it.
MURPHY: It's good, because I think so many teachers don't realize the impact they have
on kids until after. (Laughs) But it was good you saw that right away. How were the
schools there different from American schools, would you say?

CAMPOS: The programs there are different, the architecture is different, the emphasis is
different. I don't know how to say, it's a - I think there are more resources here in the
United States than they have in that country, so at times the tendency I thought, in the
'60s, was too much memorization, repetition, not experiential enough. But here that has
changed now, since forty years ago. When I go back to the Dominican Republic, their
schools look more like our schools.
MURPHY: So after you taught in the Dominican, you worked in Miami? 12
CAMPOS : Yes, Miami.
MURPHY: Can you describe the work you did there?
CAMPOS : My first job in Miami was working with Campus Ministry in five colleges.
MURPHY: Oh wow, was it all at the same time?
CAMPOS : Yes, five school communities ofuniversity students. And the second job was
teaching catechesis, so training for people to become parish administrators.
MURPHY: So do you feel your calling was working with young adults at that time, you
felt that was what you were meant to do?
CAMPOS : I would say so, yeah. I never worked with children. I think that is missing. I
think there is something special that happens with little kids. I worked with high school
students or university students, or adults who were preparing to assume responsibilities in
parishes. So the last thing I did in Miami was to help with the establishment of the M.A.
program in Religious Studies for, mostly for religious women and men who wanted to
become professionals. So Barry College with their M.A. program, and so I think from
almost the offset with my professional career, I tend to move toward the university.

12

I learned this from Brother Joe' s short biography of Brother Miguel, and Brother Miguel ' s 1996 resume,
both in the LaSalle University Archives.
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MURPHY: Can you describe your experience going to Rome to earn your doctorate?
You had said you liked it so much better than your Masters since it was specialized.
CAMPOS : I think the fact that the program did not require a lot of academic work, but it
required a lot of research, and a lot of writing, and I really enjoyed that part of the
program because it forced me to go to France, to do a lot of research in the libraries of
France, and in Rome. I spent a lot of time doing research in France and going back to
Rome to write. Rome is a more agreeable place with the weather.

MURPHY: Oh yeah, I've been to Rome, so I can definitely say I like the weather. Did
you ever meet the Pope at that time?
CAMPOS : Not at that time. I think the Pope at that time was Paul VI. I never came
close to him as a student. But there' s one incident though that I have to tell you because
it's so unique. In 1964, when John XXIII died, the day he died, I was taking a Church
History exam, and one of my friends told me that we were allowed to go to the papal
apartments and pray in front of the dead Pope. And I believed him! (Laughter) I was so
dense, so naive and I went. And I did, I went up to the main gate, the Swiss guard stood
there and they saluted, and I saluted, and I went to the Cortile dell Sole and I saw a lot of
people lining up, so I went there and I went the all the way up to the Pope, and I kissed
the feet of the Pope, of John XXIII. I thought he was a holy man; I really admired John
XXIII. Well then I realized that only the diplomatic corps was invited to be there!
MURPHY: Oh no! (Laughs) So were you caught?
CAMPOS: I think I looked so secure in what I was doing that nobody stopped me!
Nobody asked any questions, and I just went away. So that's the only Pope I met, a dead
Pope!
MURPHY: Oh okay, so you haven 't met John Paul II?
CAMPOS : John Paul II, not very recent, four or five years ago 13 I was one of those
picked to go and kiss his hand.
MURPHY: What was that experience like?
CAMPOS : Well, it was in a way sad, because he was already very sick with Parkinson' s;
his face was like a mask, and I find that very moving because I have Parkinson' s too.
And so going to see him and kissing his hand, whoever was there introducing us, he
introduced me as Brother Miguel from Cuba, and when he heard the word "Cuba," he

Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005. - htl ://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/euro e/0~/02/ o c.dies/ Accessed August 5, 2009.
13
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opened his eyes and looked at me, but made a little grunt, not a word.14 He was really
very sick.
MURPHY: Have you met Benedict? 15
CAMPOS : No.
MURPHY: Can you describe your experience as the director of the - was it the
Lasallianum program in Rome? Can you describe that program? 16
CAMPOS : Well, that's the community, the international community of students, the
Brothers, of different parts of the world, and I was their director. In other words, I was
not their professor; they took courses at different universities in Rome, but they lived in
this community and I was their director. For me, it was a wonderful experience. Because
I spoke four languages, I was able to relate to a lot of people, and because I don't think
I'm very domineering; I was very participative. I didn't treat them as kids; I treated them
as adults, and as adults, we made our decisions together, and it was a very wonderful
experience.
MURPHY: I'm sure it was. You also worked at - I believe it was called CIL, Christian
Brothers International Renewal Center? 17
CAMPOS : Yes, that's a program that was five or six months, or even nine months at
times and there were Brothers from eighty countries coming in for a renewal program.
And I was a staff member and eventually a presenter. In other words, I used to go there,
to fly into Rome, and make two weeks of presentations for these people.
MURPHY: And so this was a time for the Brothers to, I guess, renew their mission, see
what the future would hold?
CAMPOS : Yes, to renew spirituality, most people in their thirties and forties they need to
review "Why did I become a Brother? How is my life of prayer? How is my ministry?
My mission?" How are their friends? Are they happy? Since I'm really for renewal.
MURPHY: I learned that from 1975 to 1977, you taught undergrad Theology?
CAMPOS: I did.
14

Pope John Paul II visited Cuba from January 21-25, 1998, the first papal visit ever to the country. At the
time, the U.S. held a strict economic embargo against Cuba. Reports from that time indicate genuine
enthusiasm in Cuba for the papal visit Castro even declared holidays for workers http://" "'' .amcricancalholic.org/Features/Cuba/.- Accessed August 5, 2009.
15
I refer to the current pope, Benedict XVI.
16
I learned this from Brother Joe' s short biography of Brother Miguel and from Brother Miguel ' s 1996
resume, from the LaSalle Archives.
171bid.
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MURPHY: At LaSalle, can you describe that experience?

18

CAMPOS: Oh yes! (Laughter) I enjoyed teaching Religion; also because what I tried to
do was use a very autobiographical approach to Religion. You see, it was a course called
"Dynamics of Religion;" I don't think they offer that anymore; but it was asking "What is
religion?" And I didn' t want to take an institutional approach; I took a more personal, a
more autobiographical approach, to see how people develop, how do people experience
Religion, as children, as young adults, as adults, as married men and women, as
professionals, as old age, so what we did was we studied biographies of religious people
- contemporary biographies, old classic biographies, and apply what we learned, from
there we went to Psychology ofReligion, of Theology, and there were some very
wonderful moments. For example, I was amazed at some of the kids discovering in
Markings, the book by Dag Hammarskjold 19, discovering what it means to be religious as
an adult. Not just critical, fanatic behavior, but personal involvement in society, with
responsibilities, in politics, in family values, and because otherwise, religion remains
something infantile, something childish. And so I really enjoyed the courses, and those
kids.
MURPHY: Do you have favorite contemporary religious figure you liked teaching at that
time, someone whose writings you follow today?
CAMPOS : There were several, but I think one ~erson who I thought was at times very
controversial but very good was Dorothy Day.2
MURPHY: I've read a lot about her.
CAMPOS: Yes, the reason I think like this is because I think many times, I have the
tendency, being a man, to choose male theologians, (Laughter) until that year when I
discovered that for women it was interesting to read biographies. It was fascinating; it
just opened a whole new world.
MURPHY: It gives you a different perspective.

18

Ibid.
Dag Hammarskjlod served as the Secretary-General of the United Nations from 1953 until his death in
1961 . He was a superb diplomat, and was posthmnously awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. His diary,
M arkings. which was published after his death, revealed the very deep and intimate religious thoughts of
this man. - http://nobclprize.org/nobel prizes/peacc/laureates/ 196 1/hammarskjo ld-bio. html. -Accessed
August 5, 2009.
20
Dorothy Day championed radical causes in the mid 1900's, such as pacifism and women' s suffrage. She
was jailed many times. She is renowned for creating and publishing, along with Peter Maurin, The
Catholic Worker, which promoted Catholic teaching as well as involvement in social issues. htlp://ww\\ .biography.com/articlcs/Dorothy-Dav-9268575 . - Accessed August 5, 2009.
19
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CAMPOS : And eventually I changed my approach to be more sociological, have more
different religions, and personalities, that were significant; like Hispanics, Native
Americans, Lutherans, or Catholics. So to have a variety of Catholic perspectives.
MURPHY: Sure, definitely. You did work in Maryland, right? Adamstown? 21
CAMPOS : In a retreat house.
MURPHY: In a retreat house; what was that experience like?
CAMPOS : That was very tiring, because it was teenagers in retreats (Laughter)
MURPHY: Don' t always go well together!
CAMPOS : But it' s funny, you know I still have some kids from that time who keep in
touch with me.
MURPHY: Oh, wow.
CAMPOS : I just find that so amazing that being together for only three days MURPHY: You had that much of an impact.
CAMPOS : Yes, impact. At times, I'll go through a whole semester with students who
disappear, and three days, and you're connected forever! I do have a lot of respect for
that ministry, the retreat houses.
MURPHY: Definitely, I don't think people retreat enough sometimes; it's important.
Can you describe you did in Paris and Rome from I think it was '77 to ' 78? 22
CAMPOS : Yes, then I continued my original research, of my doctorate. I took some
different works ofLaSalle/3 you know, the method of prayers, The Conduct of Christian
Schools, anything. So I did continue the Lasallian research but on different - same
author, but different books. So I think I've been very consistent in taking my research,
probably because of my mentor. You know, I had a mentor who I think was one of the
experts in seventeenth century spirituality, so I concentrated my work always on the
seventeenth century. (Pauses) These things happen almost accidentally, you know,
because I remember somebody telling me, one professor saying, "You know, if you want
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to travel a lot, choose a topic that is without any importance." You study Afghanistan,
let's say, you study the history of Afghanistan. Nobody cares, nobody knows
0:36:10.6
Afghanistan, but eventually there' s going to be a crisis there- which as you know we
have one - you' re the expert.
MURPHY: That's good advice!
CAMPOS : Yes, I think it's that nobody has studied this document, and I became the
expert on this document. Nobody knew about this document, but eventually, somebody
will say, "Hey, we have this topic here, so who can talk about it? Miguel can talk about
it." So you become the expert. (Laughs) Instant magic!
MURPHY: (Laughs) You did ministry in Miami, was it ' 78? 24
CAMPOS: ' 78, yes, I went back to do adult education.
MURPHY: What would you say are the challenges ofworking with adult education?
CAMPOS : Well, it was to realize that adults do not learn the same way as kids do, more
or less, for me it was that adults have other agendas. They learn whether it's better to
them, if it means something to them, if it' s useful, and they have other priorities. So it
was learning that with adults, you really have to be a companion. You' re not a parent,
you ' re not a leader of children, you are a companion, and at times I learned as much as
they did ~ perhaps I learned even more. So it was good learning for me in Miami ~ Miami
the second time.
MURPHY: Do you see any similarities between working with adults and with
undergrads, with undergraduates?
CAMPOS : There are similarities, I think, than working with children or adolescents. I
think the different is that young adults, they are focusing on their degrees and their
careers. The populations are very different. Adults have already gone through all that~
they want to learn something if they need it or if they see that it's real to their life, so the
population is entirely different.
MURPHY: Who would you say is easier to teach, undergraduates or adults?
CAMPOS : I think adults, for me.
MURPHY: Really?
CAMPOS : I think if you accept them as adults, I think that the culture some people
experience with adults is that they feel that don' t have authority, and the authority has to
24
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be shared, the power has to- including, and I share this with you because I think I
experienced this here at LaSalle, with the Honors program - adults have told me that as
· ~39 . 42 . 1

3'6~;),,..,

the teacher, you are the guide. Your meaning, you have your syllabus, but the students the adults- they are not idiots; they're thinking, and they have ideas. If you are not
threatened by their [
], your presentation, the classroom really comes alive. And
I think they taught me that here at LaSalle, the Honor students, that if you apply in my
course, you' re serious, they had meanings I hadn' t thought about, actions I've never even
dreamed of So with adults, I think I learned that the teaching business is really not a
one-way thing. There has to be this exchange, this dialogue, and at times the teacher
becomes the student.
MURPHY: Oh, absolutely, I think teachers are realizing that.
CAMPOS : I remember names of my students who in fact opened me to vistas I had never
imagined. And again, it constantly came from them.
MURPHY: That's good. So you had spent some time in Rome as the Director ofthe
Christian Brothers' Lasallian Studies, as Associate Director?
CAMPOS : Yes.
MURPHY: And can you describe that experience?
CAMPOS: Well, it was really a research center, of publications. I did only three years of
that work, but it was interesting because it was doing research and writing. It was action
research, you know, going to different countries; testing materials out, seeing ifthey
made sense. At times it was written from a European point of view, and I felt, "Well, this
doesn't work in Africa;" this wouldn't make any sense to an African person, to read this
material, so that was interesting, that action research. I thought it was very good, and it
made me travel all over the world, practically all the continents.
MURPHY: So you've been to every continent?
CAMPOS : Everywhere!
MURPHY: (Laughs) You' re lucky!
CAMPOS : There are few places I can mention I've never been to.
MURPHY: You also did work for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for Hispanic
Catholics, right? 25 What was that experience like?
CAMPOS : That was really not such a happy experience.
25
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MURPHY: Really? That's unfortunate.
0:41:13 .3
CAMPOS : I think because I had been in Newark for about five years, doing work not
only with Hispanics and Americans, but with everybody, developing evangelization
centers, you know, adult education centers, adult religious education. So my experience
in Newark was so positive and so extraordinary; working with the priests and the
religious, and the lay people was really remarkable. Here I think it was- it became
something that was, in my estimation, a bit too - let's say, too much paperwork, too ...
MURPHY: Strict?
CAMPOS : Too much internal business; it was not really being out there with the people,
working with them, developing programs with them. So that didn't last too long. I mean,
I had a lot of friends, and I did help eventually to create evangelization centers for
Hispanics on 5th Street with a friend of mine. So I do have good memories, but it was not
really a happy time for me.
MURPHY: I had read at that time they had asked you to try to work to restore
communication with Cuba, trying I guess to break the barriers.26
CAMPOS : Yes, eventually I was asked to go back. The deal was the Brothers, we had to
return to Cuba to open two communities and two pastoral centers; but with a lot of
limitations because we came to a history of no Catholic schools being allowed in the
country; therefore no Catholic education. But I went back in 1977, and worked with the
Archbishop of Santiago, developing youth ministry, parish councils, diocesan assemblies,
so it was really education, but it was not formal education in the university or the schools.
But we did manage to create institutes at which people could take courses in Sociology,
and Anthropology, and Theology, and everything. And those were three wonderful years
for me in Cuba, and as far as I'm concerned I could have stayed there forever. But then I
was chosen to be part of the council of the Superior General, and I had to say yes!
(Laughter) But Cuba was really a wonderful experience for me; to see the suffering of the
people, but the achievements too. Not everything is a disaster in Cuba; there are some
things that are positive accomplishments. But there' s a lot of pain, a lot of suffering, a lot
of needs. It's a country that is economically destroyed, is ruined, the economic failure,
the whole culture is in collapse. So the traditional Cuban culture that I knew as a kid
doesn't exist anymore. It' s just very sad. It's going to take a long time for Cuba to
change from over 60 years of isolation and oppression; I think a very oppressive regime.
It's just one party with all the power and no voices, only the voice of the Communist
party, and that's not part ofthe Cuban culture ofthe 19th century, and it's very difficult to
-for me it was difficult to see that. How subservient they'd become, how dependent,
how afraid they are to speak up because they have to survive.
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MURPHY: You did work in the Philippines too, right?27

0:45 :29.4
CAMPOS : The Philippines is one of those countries that I visited; I have been there
maybe five, six times, working with our main colleagues; men and women who work
with Scripture.
MURPHY: Okay, and in ' 97, you were director of Graduate Religion here at LaSalle.28
CAMPOS : Yes, a very brief time.
MURPHY: Oh, a very brieftime?
CAMPOS : Because that's when I went to Cuba.
MURPHY: Oh okay, did you like that position?
CAMPOS : Yes, it was an interim position.
MURPHY: So you knew it wasn 't going to be permanent?
CAMPOS : Because I knew I was going to Cuba; I was destined to go to Cuba, so that
gave them a chance to look for somebody to replace me.
MURPHY: Okay, and then you said you became part of the Superior Council. What was
that experience like? Was it overwhelming to be chosen?
CAMPOS : Oh yes, in the beginning for me it was very tough because I wanted to be in
Cuba. I had always felt I was very effective in working with the youth in the diocese, and
adults, and the mission of the diocese. So I ended up thinking, "What am I going to be
doing? Anybody can do the work in Rome, but not everybody can stay in Cuba."
Anyway so I did go. I was responsible for all the Spanish American regions from
Mexico down into Chile, all the countries; that was my main responsibility, and secondly,
the idea of evangelization, of lay people coming together as associates in our mission.
MURPHY: Oh, so that must have been overwhelming, to be in charge, was it all the
Latin American communities you had to be charge of?
CAMPOS : The good thing about it is that I had learned with the adults: don't treat the
provincials as kids; they are adults, they know what they' re doing; they know more than
you know because they're in their own country. So my attitude with them was always to
let them know I was a companion, and if there was a crisis and they needed me, I was not
going to interfere with their decisions; that I would try to take some ideas and insights
and bring them together from other countries so they could learn from one another, that I
27
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did not have the solutions, all the questions to their problems. But I really think I made a
lot of friends. So most of my work was with provincials and their councils, not with
0:48 :20.6
everybody, but mostly with provincials.
MURPHY: How long did you serve on the Council?
CAMPOS: Seven years.
MURPHY: Seven years, okay, and were you asked to move on, or did you just want to
move on after seven years?
CAMPOS : No, well I think in my second or third year, I was diagnosed with Parkinson's,
and in fact, at that time, I wanted to resign. But they wouldn't let me do that (Laughter);
"You still can do it, and you have to do it;" but I think by the end of the third year, it was
quite obvious I had some limitations: walking, speaking, my voice became the way it is
now, I could not articulate clearly. I think even mentally, the vocabulary is not what it
used to be, writing, or making a presentation, so it became evident: do not wait on me,
and besides, I was getting too old. I think they need younger people in the Council; I was
the oldest.
MURPHY: Really? (Laughs) Did you miss teaching?
CAMPOS : Those seven years? Not really, I guess because I did a lot of teaching; I was in
and out of retreats, courses, so I guess what mattered to me was continuity; working with
different groups in a ministry for a whole year, or working with a class for a semester, the
continuity you don't have when you go to different countries to make presentations. But
teaching I did.
MURPHY: You also received an Honorary Doctorate from, was it St. Mary's College? 29
CAMPOS : St. Mary' s, in California, and LaSalle University.30
MURPHY: Were those the only two colleges you received honorary doctorates from?
CAMPOS : I think so.
MURPHY: Okay, what was that experience like of being chosen for that?
CAMPOS : Well, it's very humbling, because I don't think I've done something more
than other people. Some people have done more research, more publication, more
29
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extensive traveling, and more creative than I have been. But I've always felt that it's not
just an honorary degree, it's for the Brothers; it's recognition.
0:50:59.2
MUPRHY: Ofthe work of many people?
CAMPOS : The work of many Brothers; I did not feel comfortable accepting it.

At this point, Brother Miguel seemed tired, so I concluded thus:
MURPHY: Did you want to stop there?
CAMPOS : Could we stop for a minute?
MURPHY: Sure, no problem.

Brother Miguel asked if we could continue later, so we agreed to continue the next day,
July JrJh, in his office at 10:00 A.M
End of Disc 1 of 2 at 51:12.9
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Interview with Brother Miguel A. Campos, FSC
Thursday, July 16, 2009- Disc 2 of 2
0:00:0.0
MURPHY: This is the second day of my interview with Brother Miguel Campos.
Today' s date is Thursday, July 16th, and we are again in Brother Miguel ' s office in Peale
House, and today is your fiftieth anniversary? Is that of your first profession or your final
profession?
CAMPOS : It's the entry.
MURPHY: Oh, the entry. Do they do any special celebrations?
CAMPOS : Yes, it's real. They start counting with habit-taking; that was in October. So
essentially the first day entering the novitiate.
MURPHY: And do they call it a jubilee? I know some religious orders call it a jubilee.
CAMPOS: It is a jubilee - what do they call that?
MURPHY: I think twenty five is silver, fifty is gold; oh, very nice. We had stopped
yesterday talking about your time as part of the General Council. There are just a couple
more questions I wanted to talk about your childhood, particularly your parents. Do you
know the date when your parents were born, your father and mother?
CAMPOS : The years ... (Pauses to think) I don't think I remember now (Laughter) My
father died in - my father was born in 1902, and he died in 1968; my mom, she was a Jot
younger than he was; she was born in the 1920s, and she died at age eighty-one or eightytwo.
MURPHY: Okay, what was your father' s occupation?
CAMPOS : He was in business, and also in cattle.
MURPHY: Oh, a farmer?
CAMPOS: Not a farmer, but more like a rancher.
MURPHY: Oh okay, do any funny stories stand out to you about your parents?
CAMPOS : Oh, the parties! (Laughter) They were party people. I remember as a child the
whole weekend - Friday, Saturday, and Sunday - a lot of people, a Jot of their friends,
they stayed overnight, two nights. They had an orchestra playing, drinking, and we kids
were flabbergasted, thinking "What is happening?" They were party people! (Laughter)
They had a lot of friends.
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MURPHY: Well that's good! Did your mother work outside of the home?
CAMPOS : No.
MURPHY: Did she ever work at all?
CAMPOS : No.
MURPHY: Oh okay, now are you the oldest of your siblings?
CAMPOS : I am the oldest.
MUPRHY: Oh, you are the oldest, and you said it was Pedro and Freddy? And you said
you had a brother who lives in the States, in the United States?
CAMPOS : Freddy; Pedro died; he died in Miami.
MURPHY: Did you play with any kids outside of your family? You said yesterday you
played a lot with your cousins and your extended family?
CAMPOS : Oh yes, I think it was like an ongoing party, summers- we were together all
summer; swimming, we were playing ball and just having a good time together.
MURPHY: Yesterday, you had said something really interesting about your home. You
said it was always magical; what made you feel that way? You said your house was like a
place of magic when you were little.
CAMPOS : I don't know; I guess maybe I was very imaginative. (Laughter) Things were
alive, like the house was alive.
MURPHY: A lot of activity?
CAMPOS : Yes.
MURPHY: What would you say were the challenges ofliving with your extended family,
with all those people around all the time? Did it ever bother you?
CAMPOS : No, I wouldn't even think about it, [
] I didn't like being alone; I
liked being with my brothers, my two brothers. It was a perfect world for us.
MURPHY: Now when you were growing up, were you exposed much to American music
and culture?
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0:04 :07.5
CAMPOS : In Cuba, especially in Guantanamo, my hometown is twenty-five, about
twenty miles, maybe, from the naval base, so radio stations, TV stations, we got all the
things from the United States at the naval base.
MURPHY: What did you like growing up, any particular American singers or American
books you liked?
CAMPOS : Oh, always the movie stars of the '40s and ' 50s, the music of the '40s and
' 50s; like for example, I still remember when rock and roll became the craze. We were
going to the movies and seeing concerting playing, and people were going bananas. It
was similar to the United States. The type of music and the message in movies was very
direct.
MURPHY: Now was there a reason why you didn' t finish your chemical degree, your
Chemical Engineering degree?
CAMPOS : Well, because I thought at first two things. That's when Castro took over the
government, and all the banks' accounts were frozen, so I could not continue in the
United States; I had to come back home. I could have continued, you know, that was my
reason for going back - to join the Brothers. So that was the reason I did not complete it:
hoping to complete the degree after the novitiate, but instead of sending me to do
Chemistry, they sent me to do Theology.
MUPRHY: Oh, okay, so you really didn't have the choice to study Theology?
CAMPOS : Yes, exactly, that was me alone, assuming I would continue as a Brother
studying Chemistry, and instead I was sent to do Theology.
MURPHY: Now when you finished- I guess it would be high school - what were your
goals for yourself? Was it to go into Science right away?
CAMPOS: To become an engineer, I guess, and get married, and begin a family; to meet
the goals and expectations of the family. My father, I think, was very old-fashioned, born
in 1902 and to a Spanish family from Spain. He had a goal for each one of the kids. He
knew what each one of us was going to be doing - he thought!
MURPHY: Oh, that's what he thought, (Laughs) but if you actually did it was another
story. Did you have any jobs before you went into the Brothers, like maybe in the
neighborhood?
CAMPOS : Well, like in the summer, when I was in the States going to school, I worked
some days at a big warehouse in summer, hard work. I preferred to work in a hotel
(Laughter) of a family friend ; they knew my family in Cuba, but they said they knew my
parents would not approve of you working in a hotel. Hard work and making money the
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hard way. They were very nice people.
MURPHY: Were your parents supportive when you said you wanted to enter the
Brothers?
CAMPOS : My mother was; most of my family was except my dad. My dad was the only
one who had a hard time. It took him several years to get reconciled with me.
MURPHY: Unfortunately I think that's common.
CAMPOS : Many of my family were very happy, including my brothers. My brothers
were very supportive.
MURPHY: That' s good.
CAMPOS: I was really amazed at how supportive they were.
MURPHY: Do you remember how old you were when you began teaching?
CAMPOS: Teaching, I must have been in my mid-twenties; (Pauses to think) twentyseven, I think I was twenty-seven when I started teaching.
MURPHY: What were difficulties you experienced as a first-year teacher, because the
first year they always say is the hardest?
CAMPOS: The first year of teaching was thinking I have something to give them, taking
control of the syllabus and the content, thinking that they have to follow what I'm
teaching them. But like I mentioned to you when Cristofo died MURPHY: That was the student?
CAMPOS : That changed my mindset and I began to realize I had something to teach, but
it was not just giving them something they had to retrieve, that they were the only ones
learning, so that really changed the pedagogical approach. I became more attentive to
their needs, more attentive to their personal problems, which I was totally unaware of I
thought I had all the answers.
MURPHY: Because you were so good in school? (Laughter)
CAMPOS: I just did not understand that they had some really serious problems,
especially in that country, the Dominican Republic, there was a civil war; two factions
fighting one another. It was very hard for those kids to grow up.
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MURPHY: Did the Christian Brothers tell you what to teach, or was it really kind of
based on what your specialty was in Theology?
CAMPOS : Exactly, and that's what the irony was. I was studying Chemistry and I was
sent to do Theology, and when I came back to teach, I thought I was going to be doing
Theology, but my boss said "Math!" So it was a little backwards.
MURPHY: Did you like teaching Math?
CAMPOS : I loved it.
MURPHY: That' s good. Do you recall any times in, I guess it was your formative years
as a Christian Brother when you thought, "Why am I doing this, why did I become a
Brother?" Any periods of self-doubt?
CAMPOS: Not in the formative years. The novitiate and the scholasticate was such
positive times. Doubts, I guess why was my father so negative about it? That was a
nagging question. Maybe he knows something I don't know; maybe he knows something
about me, because parents do know. But I think I can honestly say now that I think he
was wrong; I was right. I was making the right decision, but I did have doubts. And me
being at the end of my formative years - teaching, and there were so much tensions in the
Church, talking about the late ' 60s- Vatican II - there were many different ideas about
being the Church, about being religious, what a Brother would look like. Things were
changing so rapidly that it was very confusing.
MURPHY: It sounds like it was a very difficult time.
CAMPOS : It was difficult not to take sides; everyone wanted to take sides. I was in love
with the Church, with the way it was moving with Vatican II, but some people were very
negative.
MURPHY: How did you handle those times of doubt and confusion? Was prayer a
comfort to you?
CAMPOS: Prayer, definitely talking with my friends - my closer friends. But I think I
never stayed alone with my problems; I always opened up. Maybe that's being Cuban.
(Laughter)
MURPHY: After Castro came to power, what would you say were the difficulties of
being Catholic in that country, like a fear of persecution?
CAMPOS: Just by hearing the stores, because I was not there.
MURPHY: That's right; you had said that yesterday.
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CAMPOS: I was out of the country, but the difficulties- there were a lot of difficulties.
They did not Catholics to have any part in politics. Once the Communist party took over,
they made it very difficult for young Catholics. Some were put in special camps, reeducation camps, and I think there was a lot of suffering. At least my generation, who
had fled but went back to Cuba, some of them weren't allowed to enter university, so
they were punished, [
] when they went back, they said, "Why did the
government do this?" It was terrible for me, being MURPHY: Catholic?
CAMPOS: I suspected there was a lot more going on. On the other hand, because of all
the persecution and the opposition, the marginalization, there were some priests who
were very brave. I think I find when I talk to my younger brother- he was a member of a
community of maybe forty or fifty kids in Guantanamo who had this special leader, this
priest, Father- I forget his name; I didn't really know him that well- the idea was they
were going to try to be the best citizens and be Catholics; that it was possible to be a
believer and be member of that country, a Socialist country. My brother is very
inspiring; he survived as a citizen and a believer. When I hear the news, I think many
people were put in a position where they had to choose to leave the country, or to go to
jail, or you become a Communist. So my brother, he went to jail. He and some his
friends were beginning to organize a political party, the Christian Democrats, and in
Cuba, that' s absolutely forbidden. There was only one party, and that was the
Communist party, and he went to jail, for I think about five years.
MURPHY: Oh wow! This is something I've always been curious about. What' s the
difference between being a Brother and a priest?
CAMPOS : Well, the priest is more concerned with the sacramental life, accompanying
the community through life, with Baptisms, dying, the First Communions, the daily
saying of the Mass. Their ministry is more - their ministry targets very significant
moments in the life of the people; when you're married, when you're being born, when
you die, special words and Sacraments. The ministry of the Brother is in many ways
more secular. We' re in society, we're in the world, we're working with young people, or
children, or adults, preparing them to take active leadership in the world as faithful
citizens. People who act their faith, who are doing justice, in their professional career.
That it' s not just about making money and being successful. Your career is to transform
society, and I think our focus is not just the highlights, the high points of people, but in
the growth, the development, and trying to link spirituality and the present life together.
That's very different. Not that we don't like the sacraments or the Bible; we do
evangelization with the Gospels. We do everything in a more different way. It's a
continuum for the world.
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MURPHY: Is there a reason you chose to be a Brother and not a priest?
CAMPOS: Oh yes, for me, first of all people dying make me very nervous. I might not
be a good priest in consoling a family. I'm not very good in hospitals with the sick; to do
Sacrament of the Sick would be out of the question. I do like the liturgy; I think I would
be a good presider if they allowed me to do that. But on the other hand, I love being with
young people, working with people. Very early I realized I have a special quality that
people follow me, only because of what I told you yesterday that I was a little bit older,
better developed in the brain. Taking advantage of that gave me strong leadership, and I
think that made me think that functioning as a Brother would be very well.
MURPHY: How was learning- was it four languages you said you speak?- how has that
helped you in the work that you've done in your life?
CAMPOS: I'm thinking that one way is that it opens horizons. When you only have one
language, your horizon is very limited, as rich as it may be. But the minute you open the
literature of another country, another language, another history, all the stories, the horizon
gets bigger. And then if you open to a third one, a fourth one, I find you break the
barriers of language, it opens new horizons of communicating with people.
MURPHY: And which languages do you speak?
CAMPOS: French, Spanish, Italian, English, a little bit of German.
MURPHY: Oh wow, I actually studied Italian.
CAMPOS: That's not true in Europe though. My formation was in Europe; in Europe
you are forced to learn another language. I don't think that's true in the United States.
When I carne here, English was the only language.
MURPHY: And was that part of your Christian Brothers' training, or did you learn those
languages in grade school?
CAMPOS: It was required. We had to spend summers in another country learning
language, plus the classic languages. We had to do Latin, Greek and Hebrew, but only at
least to be able to read them, to pronounce properly.
MURPHY: Now did you ever have to teach a language at all?
CAMPOS: No.
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MURPHY: Oh, okay, when you went to the part where you served as part of the General
Council, what were some of the difficulties you experienced with such a large
responsibility? Now was this the General Council of all the Christian Brothers of the
United States of America?
CAMPOS: Of the whole world.
MURPHY: Of the whole world? Wow!
CAMPOS: We are present in almost eighty countries, but like I said I was responsible for
Latin America, some fifteen countries.
MURPHY: Was there anything that presented itself as a difficulty for you?
CAMPOS: I think the biggest challenge we faced was not the work, the actual work; I
think we were doing marvelous things, opening new schools, but I think the biggest
challenge we faced as Brothers is to understand that we are not alone. There are
thousands of men and women who al~ have a vocation to transform society and
education. That we are equal; that we have to share in the same mission, the same
challenge: how to keep our own identity afloat but how to be open. I think there are
about eighty thousand men and women in the world associated with the Brothers, so
when you think of three thousand Brothers and eighty thousand lay people, that's
incredible! But the big challenge for us to accept is to recognize this as a gift, and to
welcome that, and to organize it. We are centered in ourselves, in the Christian Brother
schools. Back here at LaSalle, there are maybe forty or sixty brothers working for what
they're doing, deciding for the Brothers. Now when you think of it, it's unimaginable
that that would happen. It's a big challenge [
] and in some countries, there
were some challenges, some extra challenges, cultural challenges like working with
indigenous people, the aborigines in Venezuela or in Columbia, Ecuador or Peru; big
challenges for the Brothers.
MURPHY: Now do the Christian Brothers, do they - okay, every time you start a new
mission, do they tell you "You're going to do this" or do you have a choice in the matter?
Like for example, when you came to LaSalle in 2008, did they say "You're going to do
this at LaSalle," or did you have a choice in what you wanted to do?
CAMPOS: Well, the choices are there by your training, your degree, your competency.
When a Brother is invited to apply to LaSalle, he cannot apply for things he is not
prepared for or does not have competency. So the first time I came here was to teach
Theology, and I was very happy with that. The second time I came was to the
Multicultural Office, and I loved those three years; they were wonderful. I saw the
creation ofBUSCA, the BUSCA program.
MURPHY: I'm not familiar with that program.
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CAMPOS: BUSCA is the special track for Latin American students who struggle with
the language. They enter and in two years, they get their Associate degree, and many of
them continue for their Bachelor's degree. So that is I think a beautiful creation, because
it helps immigrants who are in the country without language skills not to waste time, to
begin their university work, while still learning English. In three years, some of them
become quite proficient.
MURPHY: Now when you went to these various missions, not so much as part of the
Council, did you ever feel "Why did they choose me?", that you weren't the right person
for the job; that there's other people better qualified for the position?
CAMPOS: I'm sure there are. (Laughter) In fact the one I'm doing now is doing
wonders, wonderful progress here with the President. No, I think the only problem I had
was a little bit of resentment in the beginning was "Why choose someone who is already
well-placed and is doing what he's supposed to be doing, and what nobody else can do?"
- in Cuba - there are not many Cuban Brothers left. Those still alive cannot go back,
because of work circumstances, because of pressure, because of stress, but I was willing
and one of the only people happy to go there. I accepted the challenge. So I guess my
challenge was "Why did they choose me?" when in fact I was more needed there.
MURPHY: In Cuba?
CAMPOS: Yes, doing work that couldn't be done by anybody else.
MURPHY: Now it was during your term on the Council when you found out you had
Parkinson's. At first, what obstacles did that present to you?
CAMPOS: Well at first, it was disorientating because I've never been sick; I've always
been a healthy person. So the first thing that came to my mind was maybe I should
resign; I might not be able to do the work and travel. But the members of the Council said
''No, no, our goal here is to keep you in the mainstream as long as we can," and that's
what I'm trying to do; even now not in the mainstream, not in a hill stream, in a little
stream; I cannot do the mainstream (Laughter)
MURPHY: We had ended yesterday with talking about when you received an honorary
doctorate from LaSalle in 2006; how did you find out you were chosen for that, to get an
honorary degree?
CAMPOS: I think I got a letter.
MURPHY: Oh really, just saying "Hey, you're getting this!"
CAMPOS: Yes (smiles).
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MURPHY: I had read in an article from Brother Joe, it was in LaSalle Magazine in
Spring 2004, and the author was a professor of Management, Marianne Gauss, and she
had said that this is a quote of yours, that "The Christian Brothers believe their path to
heaven is built by saving the souls of their students." 31 Do you remember saying that?
CAMPOS: Probably not me, more the founder.
MURPHY: Oh okay, so that's kind of been your philosophy, that the Brothers' calling is
to teach?
CAMPOS: Yes, that to experience the sacred, to experience God, precisely in the kind of
work we do for education -let me put it this way; it's not clear, my mind is not clear.
People put religion and the Church in a building, in Mass, in a chapel. For the Brothers,
when we go to chapel and we pray, not saying the Mass, what we do professionally as
educators - God is present there, in mediators that can be chosen in our way to God, our
way to God is through our work, the work of education, through young people and
bringing the Good News to them.
MURPHY: What is your present title here at LaSalle?

At this question, Brother Miguel gives a shy smile and a little chuckle, and walks over to
his desk to retrieve his business card, which he gives to me.
Oh really? (Laughs) You have to walk over there to see what your full title is?
CAMPOS: Because I'm embarrassed!
MURPHY: Oh, [reads Business card] "Distinguished Professor for Lasallian Mission"!
So what are your day to day duties here?
CAMPOS: My duties are really to work with the Director for the Mission; he's an
assistant to the President, in charge of the mission for the University - our purpose, our
goals, what we intend to do with young people, with young adults. My work is mainly to
do research, to make some presentations to the faculty, to administrators, to the Board of
Trustees, to work with the Board and to accompany I guess especially the Director, and
be a resource person to him. So my guess is my work is to do research and be a resource
person, more a resource person than being active in the field, first of all because I cannot
do it anymore; I don't have the voice anymore to make presentations to large groups. I
can make a presentation to twelve to twenty-four people, but not to a meeting of two
hundred people as I used to in the past. I cannot do it anymore.
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MURPHY: Well it's good that you were able to do that at some point; I think so many
people have trouble doing that. Can you describe your published works? Brother Joe
gave me quite a list of your published works. 32
CAMPOS: Most of the works I have done are in two categories. DeLaSallian studies of
the seventeenth century- his biography, some of his works, especially liturgical works,
spiritual works - one category with several publications. And the other one is in the
catechetical work for adults; publications to help them deepen their faith as adults. So I
have about ... (Pauses to think) maybe twenty booklets published for religious education
for adults. Those are the two categories I can think of
MURPHY: When you started out as a Brother, did you ever think you'd like to be
published someday?
CAMPOS: No, it never went through my mind. I am still flabbergasted that people think
I'm a good writer; it doesn't come naturally. Speaking more so, but writing is very hard
for me. I have to write and rewrite and craft and re-craft five, six, or ten times, so it is
really not my strength. But yet I've written thousands of pages; I don't know how that
happened, what I do.
MURPHY: Well, it's a hidden talent! Are you currently working on any research that's
going to be published for LaSalle, for the mission, at all?
CAMPOS: Not that is for publication; I am not scheduled for publication. There are two
that I am working on may be scheduled for publication. One is something related to my
mentor and one is for the Liturgical year; how to pray. Those may be scheduled for
publication. What I'm working on here is on intellectual and social teaching, and that is
really to have more resources for the Office of Mission.
MURPHY: What would you say is your main scholarly interest? Is it LaSalle himself and
the spirituality?
CAMPOS: I think it's more religious education, adult religious education; questions I ask
myself as a Lasallian educator or as an adult educator; more as a religious educator or a
theologian. I would say for a theologian or a historian.
MURPHY: Now as an adult, what do you must enjoy doing when you're not in the
office; I guess what are your hobbies?
CAMPOS: I guess now, gardening, that's why my fingers are always dirty! (Laughter)
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The narrator would like to note that his fingers were spotlessly clean!

MUPRHY: Do you live here on campus; is there a Brothers' house?
CAMPOS: In the Brothers' residence.
MURPHY: In the Brothers' residence here, okay. Who would you say are your closest
friends as an adult? Are they mostly Brothers?
CAMPOS: Well there are some Brothers, some former Brothers, and there are people I
have known for years. I would say some people in Miami that I've known since the '60s,
in Cuba, but lately, not many religious or priests. I would say former Brothers are really
close friends. Brother Pablo, the Superior General, is a very good friend. I guess you
could say that it's mostly Brothers, former Brothers, or people I have known because they
were involved in ministry; lay people in ministry. I guess you would say I have a very
specialized circle.
MURPHY: Can you describe how all the traveling you've done has impacted your life?
CAMPOS: I think it has basically made me more flexible about expectations, I think
culturally; let me put it this way - I think we all do that, we think our culture is the best,
the way we do things, the way we dress or the way we drive is the best. And I think it's
been a hard lesson, but it's something I've learned little by little, to understand there are
many different ways of living. There's not just the American way. For example, I love
the way the Italians eat, the way they relate to one another, the way they express their
emotions -whether anger or joy, something that we don't do here. So I think that
traveling has taught me there are many different ways of living, and there's not just one
single way. And also there are things we can share in our culture with them, but that
doesn't make us superior. That's the one thing I've learned that Americans arrive in a
country and start demanding things; it's so embarrassing. But anyway that's something
I've learned.
MURPHY: Is there a place you haven't traveled to that you always wish you had?
CAMPOS: China! I would love to go to China. Japan is the other country I would love to
go to.
MURPHY: Have you been to any Asian countries?
CAMPOS: Oh yes, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Myanmar- not Myanmar, but
Sri Lanka, India- I love India! Pakistan, Australia, New Zealand.
MURPHY: Do you have a favorite travel destination, like if you could go tomorrow,
would it be Italy?
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CAMPOS: I would say Australia. I love Australia because there's such contrast with the
aborigine's culture and the European culture. They constantly clash. I find fascinating
the beauty of the country, the sheer beauty of the country is something I experienced in
the United States only in Yosemite Park. When I go to Yosemite Park, it's a special
place; to me Australia so far.
MURPHY: Do you return often to Cuba?
CAMPOS: Not since I finished my mandate as Councilor, so I haven't been back in four
or five years.
MURPHY: How would you say De LaSalle's life and teaching has influenced you the
most, his philosophy and his teachings?
CAMPOS: I think I guess his openness to [
] to be able to take risks, to
go to the limit, to take a chance and take a risk, to meet the needs of the people; I don't
know how to put it. Like when I was in Newark, Newark has counties that are very poor,
the poorest in the United States, and neighborhoods that are therefore tough, and there for
the immigrants, not for the Americans, for that's where they live. So I think that without
the Lasallian approach, I probably would not take the chances that I did; going always to
the limit, going where other people didn't want to go and to try to be part of the solution.
I suppose that's the significant part of LaSalle, that he was able to move from his world
and culture, family and society, and embrace something that is so different. And I've felt
the same thing in the United States, in Italy, that we need to embrace anything! That we
need to take a chance, to see if we can be of some help.
MURPHY: Are there any other saints to whom you have a special devotion, that you feel
have influenced you besides De LaSalle?
CAMPOS: Well probably Pau~ I think, St. Paul, but that's maybe through LaSalle. For
the same reason: he went always to the limit! Once he broke away from his categories,
from his mental categories, he really went all the way! I would like to meet Paul.
MURPHY: Oh really? (Laughter) Kind of like if you could have dinner with any three
people, one of them would be Paul? What would you say are your hopes for the future of
LaSalle?
CAMPOS: To continue as a University; what I hope is that we look at our mission
statement, which is so incredibly good, and to make it a reality, well first of all for the
faculty to do more research, practical research in the city, and so that what we teach
comes from that research. And so that we get the students involved in researching things,
and therefore to have a special impact. My dream is that all these students, whether they
are Nursing, or Science, Theology or whatever, Sociology, that each discipline will find a
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way of connecting themselves to society and to the needs of the people, especially the
poor, and so that the students realize we do not study academics for the sake of academia.
What we're doing is we want to transform society and be part of this creation, this
history. So I think if we did that, we will find a very vibrant LaSalle.
MURPHY: What about the Christian Brothers themselves? What do you hope for the
future of the Brothers?
CAMPOS: Well, that we're comfortable working with our colleagues. There are times
when our colleagues say we're going to be leaders. The leaders, the faces ofleadership
are changing, but to find out what our role is going be in a new situation.
MURPHY: Can you name any single influential part of your life, any single episode or
situation that's been most influential on you, on who you are today?
CAMPOS: Well, I mentioned two already. One is that party for which I was thrown out .
of school. (Laughter) I think that's really very dynamic. The other one was the death of
my student. That I think is most influential memory I have with me. There are memories
that stir something inside of us, whether our favorite assumptions or challenges, that you
cannot remain just the way you are, that you have to be open to change. And I think that,
from 1965 or 1966, is the most significant. I'm sure there are other ones, but that stands
out so strongly [
].
MURPHY: What do you think you'd like to do with your future work as a Christian
Brother? Would you like to stay at LaSalle, or would you like to move on?
CAMPOS : Well, as long as I can, with communication, but with Parkinson's, walking
will become more difficult, speaking will become more difficult, but mentally I'm fine.
I'm starting to write things before my mind goes. So I'll stay here as long as I can.
MURPHY: In a little bio Brother Joe wrote of you, he said he had asked each of you for a
poem you liked, or a lyric. There's one he told me; it said "Press on with passing, I Walk
towards your joy, I Life will spring from death, I God walks with you, I And saves you
from the night." What made you choose that, that God walks with you and saves you
from the night?
CAMPOS: I think I answered that question because when my mentor died, maybe four
years ago or five years ago, when I went to see him before he died - he was in France; he
died in France; I shared with them that part from a liturgical hymn that I knew he liked
very much, so when he heard me saying those first lines, he started singing the hymn. So
that was a very significant moment and that's why that's the one. There are so many
poems I could choose; I thought let's so this one.
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MUPRHY: What other liturgical or sacred writing inspires you? Like for example, do
you have a favorite Gospel or a favorite book of the Bible?
CAMPOS: That's a good question. Well I always liked the Psalms, and I guess a story I
always go back to is the narrative of the disciples on the road to Emmaus 1, and I guess
Luke, the Gospel of Luke.
MURPHY: What's your favorite part about being a Christian Brother? What do you like
the most?
CAMPOS: I think me being with people, working with people, especially young people.
MURPHY: Do have a least favorite part about being a Christian Brother? Is there
anything you don't like?
CAMPOS: Well, I think I don't like getting old! (Laughter)
MURPHY: I don' t think anyone does!
CAMPOS: I don't think there's anything I don't like.
MURPHY: You feel very fulfilled?
CAMPOS: I feel very fulfilled. I think I don't like when the community becomes selfabsorbed [
] That's not happening here though.
MURPHY: What's been difficult about being a Brother? For example, were there more
difficulties when you first started out, when you were a young Brother, first professed?
CAMPOS: Like I said, in the beginning there were so many polarizations in the Church,
extreme positions, in the 1960s with right and left, the Socialist and democracy, that you
were forced, you were pushed to choose. It was very difficult I think.
MURPHY: Who would you say are your role models today? Who would say is
influential to you today?
CAMPOS: Well, definitely my mentor, but he's already dead.
MURPHY: For your doctorate?
1
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CAMPOS: Yes, he died. I really don' t have a mentor now; I think I've become more like
a mentor.
MURPHY: You'd like to be a mentor to people?
CAMPOS: Yes.
MURPHY: What would you say is the best advice you've ever been given?
CAMPOS: (Pauses to think) I'm sure I've read somebody's poem, maybe Brother John
or Brother Pablo, the Superior General, that said with all the change, remain faithful to
the community. Because the moment you go on your own, doing something, you don't
have the support. John went into New York or Harlem, I wouldn't agree. I remember
John saying to me- we met in a coffeehouse in Penn Station- in New York, "If you
choose to be on your own, you're not going to persevere. So stay with the community,
talk to the community, make decisions with the community, and I think that was very
WISe.

MURPHY: Is there any part of your life that we haven't discussed that you'd like to
share?
CAMPOS: I don't think so; I think we've covered everything and we're getting close to
time. 2
MURPHY: Okay, is there any part you want to share more about?
CAMPOS: No, I don't think so.
MURPHY: If you had to choose three words to describe yourself, what would they be?
CAMPOS: Well, the one I always use is "Crazy Cuban" (Laughter)
MURPHY: Was that a nickname you had?
CAMPOS: No, some of my friends in the Brothers think all Cubans are crazy. There's
some truth to that. I don't know which words you could use to describe me; that's a hard
question. I'd have to think about that.
MURPHY: Okay, no problem.
CAMPOS: I'll write a note!

2

At the beginning of our session today, Brother Miguel told me he had a meeting at II A.M.; at this time it
was around 10:53 A.M.

3/

0:50:43.6
MURPHY: I want to thank you so much for doing this. It's going to be great
contribution to the archives, and you have a very fulfilled life, it seems, a very amazing
life, so I want to thank you for sharing.
CAMPOS: Thank you for pushing me to the limit. (Laughter)
MURPHY: I hope I didn't push too hard! Okay, thank you very much.
CAMPOS: All right, Katie, good luck with your work.

End of Disc 2 at 51:06.3.

