Interview with Dr.Bernhardt Blumenthal
Director of the Dept. ofForeign Lang. and Lit.
4/4/07

*Permission to record this interview?
*Please introduce location of interview, Dr. Blumenthal's DOB
1. Where were you born? /
2. Where else have you lived? ~
3. Did you have a happy childhood?

,..,/'

4. What did your parents do for a living? /
5. Did they support your choice of career in academics?
6. Do you have any siblings?

~

7. Why did you choose to attend La Salle? /
8. How did you choose your major?
9. How did the Christian Brothers influence you?
10. How prominent were the Christian Brothers on campus when you were here as a
student?

~

11. Do you feel that La Salle will be successful in fulfilling the Christian Brothers'
educational philosophy even as their numbers are diminishing?

/

12. Who was your favorite professor at La Salle?
13. Do you feel that the German language education you received at La Salle fully
prepared you for real world German language usage?
14. Why did you choose to study German?
15. What was the topic of your doctoral thesis at Princeton?
16. Why did you choose this subject?

17. How doctoral work different from your previous experiences?

~ow

did you end up teaching at La Salle in the 1963-64 school year?

19. Did you consider teaching at any other institutions before deciding on La Salle?
/ 2 0 . You studied German at several schools including La Salle, Princeton, Middlebury
ollege and Northwestern University and select German universities. How did
each school's focus or approach to German language learning differ?
21. Which post-WWTI German chancellor do you most associate with Germany's
/

economic success?

~· What economic and political challenges lie ahead for Germany?
23. How do you forsee German relations within the EU changing in the future?

~- You've witnessed great growth at La Salle. How much input did the faculty have

vi

in La Salle going co-educational?

~A 1999 article in La Salle's magazine ranks La Salle as a top 20 school among
master's degree issuing institutions to send students on to doctoral studies. What
/oyou attribute to La Salle's success?

~- Why do you think La Salle students have been so successful at receiving
prestigious fellowships?
27. Through a program that is largely steeped in literature and the great German
writers you've claimed to appeal to student intellect. How is a literature based
intellectual approach superior to a practical approach to German language
acquisition?
28. When you became director of the program in 1969 how did you alter the German
language and literature program from what it had been before?

~. Do you think there is potential at La Salle for collaboration between graduate
programs as the number of graduate programs expands?

~ If you were to design a doctorate degree for German, how would you structure it?
31. Hit seems a large number of La Salle's Fullbright Scholarships have come
through your department. Goethe (GERTA) once wrote, "I'm forming human
beings in my image." Is Goethe's phrase the key to your success as a professor?
32. Do you have a favorite poem?
33. What is this poem and what does it mean to you?
34. You are a published poet. Will you publish a collection of your poems?
35. Do you read contemporary German writers and if so how often do you
incorporate them into your classes?
36. You have a passion for teaching. Where does that passion stem from?
37. What advice would you have for a new teacher?
38. You have developed a new course of study in "critical languages." Could you tell
me more about that?

