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Abstract



Robert was born in Brownsville Pennsylvania, a small town south of Pittsburgh.  He was born on February 26, 1944 to Mary and LeRoy Leasher.  Robert was the third of four sons born to Mary and LeRoy, with him and his older brothers being relatively close in age, while his youngest brother was considerably younger.  He lived in Brownsville, PA until the age of 3.  His family then moved to Germantown, where they lived with a relative until he was around 9 years old.  In 1958, his parents purchased land and built their own house in Warminster, Pennsylvania where his mother and youngest brother still live today.

Due to a lack of available work after graduating from high school, he enlisted in the US Navy in September of 1962.  He completed basic training at Naval Station Great Lakes, located on the shore of Lake Michigan north of Chicago.  Between 1962-63, he was assigned to the Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland where he was involved in some testing of the recently introduced F-4 Phantom II.  Following that, he was transferred to the Naval Air Facility Midway, on Sand Island in the Midway Atoll, northwest of Hawaii.  He served with the Airborne Early Warning Barrier Squadron Pacific [AEWBARRONPAC] for three years and finished the last two years of his enlistment aboard the aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga [CVA-14].

After his time in the armed forces, he returned home and began a career working for Sears, Roebuck & Company where he met his wife Patricia and remained for thirty years.  He and his wife adopted three sons, James, 37, William, 35, and Christopher, 33.  During his time at Sears, he worked as a maintenance engineer and automotive technician before accepting an early retirement at age 55.   Afterwards, he worked in maintenance for Centennial School District for 13 years before retiring fully.  Robert recently became a grandfather when his oldest son had his first daughter Maisie, born in January of 2017.  He currently works on small jobs doing handyman and light carpentry work to supplement his income, and is looking forward to visiting Hawaii again.












0:00:01

Verbal consent to conduct the interview and introductory information.

0:00:25

Robert was born in Brownsville, Pennsylvania on February 26, 1944.  Brownsville is located about 27 miles to the south of Pittsburgh.  He lived in Brownsville until the age of three, when his family moved to the Germantown section of Philadelphia, on High St.  He resided in Germantown for six years.  After that, the family moved to Warminster Pennsylvania in 1958.

0:01:29

Roberts paternal grandfather was a builder and carpenter for a mine in the Pittsburgh area, as well as a cabinet maker.  His paternal grandmother was a full-time caretaker for their fourteen children.  His maternal grandparents were first generation Italian immigrants who were primarily farmers in the Pittsburgh area.  He notes that the Pittsburgh area was a center of immigration for German and Italian immigrants at the time.

0:03:48

Robert’s paternal grandfather worked in the Monongahela mines near Briar Hill, Pennsylvania.  Although he was unsure of the precise mine his grandfather worked in, he recalled that it was owned by a Mr. Clark.  His father and several uncles also worked for the same mine in their youths, one as a mechanic, and another as a mine foreman.

0:05:32

Robert’s father left work in the mining industry to work for the WPA, where he received training as a stone mason.  After working for the WPA, his father enlisted in the Navy during World War II, learning the carpentry trade which he practiced for the remainder of his life.

0:06:05

Robert’s paternal grandparents were second generation German immigrants.  He never knew his grandfather on that side of the family well, as he left and was never heard from again.  His grandmother remained in the Pittsburgh area in “Little Washington”[footnoteRef:1] for the remainder of her life. [1:  “Little Washington” was a small town at the eastern edge of Washington County, PA currently known as Coal Center.  It lies near the present location of the California University of Pennsylvania Campus, and upriver on the Monongahela from Brownsville.] 


0:07:45

Robert discusses the character of his paternal grandmother and how devoted she was to her children and family.  He says, “she was the old type of mother that she just did everything for her kids and she ended up raising all fourteen of them.”[footnoteRef:2]  His grandmother died when he was about thirteen years old.  His maternal grandparents passed away in the early 1940’s before he was born. [2:  Robert Leasher. Interview by William Leasher. Personal Interview. Warminster, Pennsylvania, April 20, 2017, 0:07:44.] 


0:08:48

Most of Robert’s extended family began moving from the Pittsburgh area to the west, through Ohio and into Michigan where many of them still live today.  

0:09:59

Robert’s paternal grandmother was able to support herself after his grandfather left by using the lower part of her home as a general store, which she operated until she died.  When his family would visit from Philadelphia she would give them treats from the store such as ice cream and soda pop.

0:11:22

Robert’s Father was born in Briar Hill, Pennsylvania.  Both of his parents were from families of fourteen, all of whom were born in the town of Briar Hill.  Additionally, both of his parents’ families had an even split of seven boys and seven girls.  His parents knew each other from childhood, having grown up across the street from each other.

0:12:27

He describes life in Briar Hill, referring to the houses as “very old homes, very cold homes”[footnoteRef:3] which were heated by coal stoves.  These stoves were common in the area at the time, and were easy to fuel given that Briar Hill was a coal mining town.  The stoves were used for cooking and would burn for extended periods of time.  Additionally, none of the houses were equipped with indoor plumbing requiring the use of unlighted outhouses which frequently drew animals.  Water for daily use was drawn from a nearby hand pump. [3:  Leasher, 0:12:29.] 



0:14:20

Robert’s family moved to the Philadelphia area because of his father’s employment by the WPA.  The WPA arranged work for his father with a masonry company in the Germantown area, so his parents and two older brothers moved into a house there with his maternal uncle.  Through his work for the WPA, Robert’s father did masonry on many of the tunnels of the Pennsylvania Turnpike.  During this time, his mother went to work for a factory that produced hair nets as a bookkeeper, where she was employed for twenty years.  His father worked as a mason for about fifteen years, and left to work as a carpenter for a company that installed heating and air conditioning in local banks.  As supplemental income, his father did repair and construction of barns for local farmers.  Finally, his father worked for Sears, Roebuck, & Company as a maintenance engineer until he retired at the age of sixty-nine.

0:17:40

Robert clarifies the time period of his father’s work for the WPA.  He initially worked through the organization from 1939-1941 when he enlisted during World War II.  He relates his father’s experience in the war, noting that he was a member of the Seabees, the US Naval Construction Battalion, where he developed many of his trade skills.

0:19:43

He discusses the armament of men in the Seabees during deployment.  His father told him that initially, the battalions were unarmed and protected by Marine divisions.  As the war progressed, sailors were given side arms and rifles due to harassment by Japanese forces.

0:20:29

Robert recalls that his father avoided talking about combat when he and his brothers were younger, but relates some of the experiences he had on Iwo Jima.

0:21:53

He relates some of the construction his father did in the Seabees, including buildings for storing ammunition and barracks.  He also further discusses the armament of men in the battalion and the frequency of fighting.  Additionally, he discusses the rationale of his father’s generation for enlisting in the service during WWII.

0:25:04

Robert discusses the character of his parents and what it was like growing up in his home.  He describes his father as strict, but says that his mother always had the final say.




0:26:36

He discusses his experiences and those of his brothers growing up as teenagers in the Warminster area in the 1950’s.  Work was scarce for young people and much of the town was farmland.

0:28:13

He goes into significant detail about his older brother Dennis, and his experiences in the Navy and afterward.

0:32:16

Although they are mentioned earlier in the interview, he mentions each of his brothers by name.  His oldest brother was named Eugene, followed by Dennis, then Robert, and finally his youngest brother Norman who was born about thirteen years after him.  He discusses his role in caring for his youngest brother, and gives some background about his later life.

0:34:36

He discusses the company his mother worked for as a bookkeeper, including many of their clients and some of her daily responsibilities.  He also mentions a coworker and friend of his mother, Catherine Vale, who remained a close friend for most of her life.

0:39:12

Robert discusses some of the values his parents raised him with.  He was closer with his father than his brothers were, and learned much of his early professional knowledge from him.  His mother always pushed him to pursue work that he enjoyed, but to always follow through and do things right.

0:41:02

He goes back to discuss some of his daily experiences growing up in Germantown and the challenges of urban life.

0:42:32

Robert broadly discusses the experience he gained as an electrician in the Navy, and gives more detail about some of the skills he learned from his father in building their home.  

0:43:52

He then describes the pressures of life aboard ship in the Navy and the effect it had on some of the younger seamen.  He recalled that “because its such confinement, it works on you.  It can make you do crazy things.  I had young kids when I was in my twenties and they were coming in at eighteen, we had kids that actually cracked.  They cracked under pressure.  At that time and in that period, that’s all it was, discipline and pressure and you had to be able to take it.  And if you didn’t take it, you got out of the service with a ‘medical’ [discharge]. ”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Leasher, 0:44:19] 


0:46:16

Robert discusses his decision to enter the service.  He enlisted right out of high school primarily due to a lack of work.  He graduated from William Tennent High School in June of 1962 and enlisted in the Navy in August of the same year.  He attended basic training at Naval Station Great Lakes in Illinois, noting that the only other naval training facility was located in San Diego.  He discusses some of the procedural aspects of training, and how specialties were selected or assigned.  He specifically mentions Underwater Demolitions Training [UDT] and how demanding the specialty was.  He decided to pursue training with an air squadron.  He goes on to discuss daily life on ship in the Navy.

0:49:43

He relates distinctions between air squadrons and the ship’s company aboard the aircraft carrier Ticonderoga, where he spent the last two years of his service.  Here he also describes in detail the process of landing planes on the carrier.

0:51:14

He describes some of the pilots in his squadron, including the captain from Oklahoma, who was referred to as “Cowboy.”  

0:52:50

Robert describes some of the tensions that existed between mechanics, electricians and pilots.

0:54:24

Here, Robert relates the story of a young mechanic who was killed aboard the Ticonderoga.  He recalls that,

We lost a young kid, he was about eighteen or nineteen years old.  We were out on the line for six months, on what they call the front line because we did all the major bombing.  And this young kid one day just went haywire and got up onto the flight deck and opened up seven planes and started cutting wires and seats up.  And the marines up there ended up shooting him.  They couldn’t help it, you couldn’t help it.  When you’re on the front lines and you’re going through twenty-four hours of bombing, you can’t have no disturbances and there was no way, this kid just didn’t give up.  So they, they shot him.  And he was, like I say, eighteen or nineteen years old.  Now when they sent him back to the United States, when they packed him up and sent him back, they put it down as a casualty of war.  They marked it that he was injured or got killed doing his job, and not being so tense and so psyched out that he didn’t know what he was doing.  There was a couple of them, but you don’t really tell people.  I never told my parents or anything.  And if you were in the service and you talked to other guys, other service people at the same period of time, they’d never tell you that.  They’d never tell you what they actually saw.  You don’t talk about it.  I kept it quiet for forty years.  It’s stuff like this that people outside, you don’t really understand what happens in a war zone.  It goes from one thing to another twenty-four hours a day.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Leasher, 0:54:24] 


0:57:45

Robert discusses some of his experiences at the air base in Da Nang, including some of the combat experienced by marines stationed there.[footnoteRef:6]  He discusses the difference between fighter squadrons and attack squadrons.  He also goes into some detail about bombing runs that attack squadrons executed including the dropping of Agent Orange to deprive the Viet Cong of Cover. [6:  The fighter squadron he was attached to would periodically fly missions to, or resupply at the base.  He was never stationed at Da Nang, but estimates he spent roughly three months there periodically during his two years aboard the USS Ticonderoga.] 


0:59:25

He describes the tactics of the Viet Cong, equating the traps they used to those employed by the Japanese during the island-hopping campaigns of World War II.  He then relates this to the use of the Agent Orange defoliant, and its advantages for ground forces.

1:00:17

Robert discusses the role of the fighter squadron he was attached to, which strafed areas of low visibility and provided support for ground troops.  He also describes how this contributed to the negative perception of armed forces personnel during and after the war.

When we came back to the United States, if you wore your uniform, everybody called you a baby killer.  Which you had to just let it roll off your shoulders.  Because when we scraped, you scraped villages and everything.  There was no hesitation because the Viet Cong would use the village people as hostages and that’s how they would sucker the forces in.  And once they got in there, everybody got shot.  You’d just shoot everybody.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Leasher, 1:00:55.] 


1:02:15

He discusses how the Viet Cong would use women and children as suicide bombers to kill American forces.  He also relates some of the international forces which were present in Vietnam, including British Royal Air Force, Australian Air Force, and the Australian Army.

1:04:37

Robert describes the carrier group the Ticonderoga was assigned to while it was stationed in the South China Sea.  It included the Ticonderoga, three destroyers, two missile cruisers, and two submarines, the USS Shark and the USS Dolphin.

1:06:13

Here Robert clarifies the timeline of his service.  He enlisted in 1962, and completed sixteen weeks of basic training at Naval Station Great Lakes.  He was then assigned to the Naval Air Station at Patuxent River in Maryland.  While at Patuxent, he was part of a squadron which tested the newly commissioned F-4 Phantom fighters.[footnoteRef:8]  He describes some of the research gathering that was executed and sent to the Pentagon.  He was stationed at Patuxent from 1962 to December of 1963.  He was then transferred to Naval Air Facility Midway as part of the AEWBARRONPAC[footnoteRef:9], which was responsible for sonar and radar monitoring of all traffic in the Western Pacific. [8:  He refers to the planes as “F-14 Phantom Fighters,” but later confirmed that he was referring to the F-4.]  [9:  Airborne Early Warning Barrier Squadron Pacific.] 


1:08:50

He discusses the discovery by his squadron that the Viet Cong were utilizing river boats to ambush US forces.  This was discovered using long range reconnaissance aircraft he refers to as AWACS.[footnoteRef:10]  He also discusses some of their on-board systems. [10:  Officially named EC-121 Warning Star] 


1:14:38

He discusses the casualty rate of US armed forces, which he overestimates as 500,000.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Vietnam War historian Geunter Lewy estimates total allied casualties as ~280,000.  See Guenter Lewy, America in Vietnam (New York: Oxford University Press, 1978), 442–453.] 


1:15:53

Robert goes into more detail about his daily responsibilities in the squadron.  He gained his electrical trade knowledge during his time in the Navy.  He was responsible for wiring and installing flight recorders in aircraft.  He notes that new flight recorders needed to be installed in planes after each flight that was taken, requiring almost constant maintenance and monitoring.  Once flight recorders were removed, significant quantities of them were sent to Pentagon command for analysis.  There were about ten to twelve electricians attached to the squadron who were tasked with assembling and installing these flight recorders.  Additionally, they were responsible for diagnosing and repairing any electrical problems with the planes, often with expected turnaround times of less than two hours.  Sometimes, he would fly along with pilots in the cockpit of aircraft to assess issues, but tried to avoid it as much as possible.


1:21:38

Robert discusses the additional responsibility of maintaining jet engines for the planes, including the ordering or engines, wiring and installation.  There were three main manufacturers of J-57 engines which were used by the squadron at the time; GE, Boeing, and possibly Lockheed Martin.

1:23:08

Robert describes an injury he sustained from an unsecured jet engine while stationed at Midway.  He recalls that,

One of them, when we were on Midway Island, when we had brought them in, we were loading them onto the aircraft to take them out and I got hit with one of them.  And it pinned me against the wall.  And my third class who was working with me, he got between the engine and the wall of the plane and used his body to shove this big engine off of me.  I was laid up for like six months. [emphasis original]

He continues, elaborating that,

When we were loading it, all of a sudden the wind kicked up and it took the R7 and it just lifted the plane up.  And when it lifted the plane, the engine slid down because it was sitting on like a pad you put it on before you got it into the R7, like a dock thing.  It would sit there and then we would move it inside by this little crane that was built into the aircraft itself.  Well it wasn’t hooked to the crane and when the wind caught it, it just shifted the whole thing and it slide like it was on glass right across and caught me in the corner of the aircraft.  And this little short colored guy who was the third class with me, I forget what his name was.  He pushed the engine off by just using his arms and his weight.  He actually saved me is what he did.  Because if not, it would have crushed me completely.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Leasher, 1:23:08.] 


Following the incident, he spent approximately six months recovering at Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.

1:25:32

After being asked a follow up question about the suicide bombings he had discussed earlier, Robert recounts an incident of combat he experienced while on the air base at Da Nang.

They hit us at night, and my lieutenant, myself, the first class, and the chief petty officer, we got told to get our guns.  And we had to go out near this fence.  When we got there, the Viet Cong were about five hundred feet from the fence.  And when we got there, they told us ‘just open up.’  I had an M16 and I carried a .45.  I used to sleep with a .45.  M16 was a nice rifle, but after a while it would heat up and seize because you couldn’t keep it on automatic.  So you had to use single shot.  Well, there was so many of them at the one time that my lieutenant got shot.  He actually got killed, he ended up dying.  He got shot and he was ten feet from us.  From me and the chief petty officer.  He was young, he was a young guy.  You just shot people.  You just shot as many as you could.  You just kept the rifle going, and you kept four and five clips with you at the same time.  And you’d just push clips in.  And we had what they called an extended clip.  It would carry 16-25 shots in it.  You would slap this thing into this M16 and just hope that it didn’t seize on you.  So you would kind of sputter between automatic and manual.  Because in manual it wouldn’t heat up as much.  But then they were right on top of you, but by that time, they had sent for the other marines from the other side of the base would come over and they’d just line the fence.  And they just shot.  Shot and used mortars and everything else that they could to stop this line.  We eventually did.  After seven hours of fighting, it stopped.  We had won.  And the casualties were minor on the American side.  Like I say we were inside the fence and they had put crates and metal sheeting up against the fence so that when they shot they would hit this thing first and ricochet most of the bullets.  The Viet Cong weren’t too bright, they would just charge you.  And you could sit there with a machine gun and just knock them down.  And they’d just keep coming.  They didn’t stop.  They were psychotic is what they were.  But, it just amazed the American soldier that these poor guys had no common sense to stop and turn around and run the other way.  So they got shot, you killed them.[footnoteRef:13] [emphasis original] [13:  Leasher, 1:25:55.] 


1:29:49

Robert discusses his marksmanship training during basic, noting that he received average marks.  He describes a classmate of his from Oklahoma who was a sharpshooter, and had experience from shooting squirrels and other animals at home.  He decided to forgo sniper training in favor of joining an air squadron.  He refers again to the combat story above, remarking how crucial it was to cooperate in such situations.

1:32:02

He remarks that in combat situations, typically a marine sergeant would take charge.  He discusses how marines were typically proficient in combat situations and often share their experiences with men who were less familiar with combat.  He recalls that they were tough, “but you were always glad that they were there.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Leasher, 1:32:50.] 


1:33:28

Robert discusses Viet Cong motivation for the attack, suggesting that they were attempting to disable aircraft in order to mitigate American air superiority.  However, they underestimated the Marine presence on the base, which was not immediately apparent due to their dispersal around the perimeter.

1:34:46

After a follow-up question, he clarifies that he did not witness any of the Viet Cong suicide bombings first hand.  He typically heard about these episodes from Marines who were on leave in Saigon.  He elaborates on earlier stories he heard, saying that the Viet Cong had even used pregnant women in some of the attacks, at times using explosives to make women appear pregnant, and at other times using women who were actually pregnant.  He discusses his interpretation of Vietnamese civilians, who were frequently famers that were startled to find Americans walking through their fields.

1:36:59

Here, he describes a method of connecting with Vietnamese civilians.  He recounts that,

The only thing that saved us was our medics would actually deliver babies in the rice fields.  If a girl went into labor, our medics were the only guys there that would deliver the babies.  And then she’d go on her way.  The parents would come and get her or her husband would come and get her and take her back to the farm or wherever she was from.  That was the only thing that kind of saved us that we would be able to walk through these fields without getting blown up.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Leasher, 1:37:00.] 


1:38:56

Here, Robert discusses some of the details of the USS Ticonderoga.  It was one of the oldest active carriers at the time, with a deck made mostly of wood.  Before his squadron was stationed on the carrier, it was primarily used to launch helicopters and older F8E aircraft.  After his squadron was attached to the carrier, the newer F-4 Phantom aircraft they used were not safe to take off from the deck.  Consequently, the deck had to be fitted with metal plates at the end so that the ignition of the afterburners would not cause a fire.

1:41:34

Robert discusses differences between the USS Ticonderoga, the USS Ranger, and the USS John F. Kennedy, which were also stationed off the coast of Vietnam.  He also comments on the history of the vessel with some errors.[footnoteRef:16]  He also briefly discusses the retrofitting of the carrier after WWII, and its smaller size relative to newer carriers. [16:  He suggests that the carrier was built during WWI, while it was one of the later carriers built during WWII.  He also remarks that it was named for the Ticonderoga War in Virginia, while it was actually named after the capture of Fort Ticonderoga in New York during the American Revolution.] 




1:44:19

He discusses the captain of the Ticonderoga and disagreements he had with the captain of his squadron.  

1:45:32

When asked about his experience being in service during the Cuban Missile Crisis, Robert responds that it did not have much effect on deployed service men.  Although they were aware of the situation, the preoccupations of being on the front lines was of greater concern.

1:46:10

Robert discusses his interpretation of the beginning of the war, which he attributes to the French occupation.  

1:47:50

Here he discusses his rank which was only briefly mentioned earlier in the interview.  He refers to it as AK 3, Aviation Electrician 3rd Class.  He notes that his promotion was different from the norm in that he received field promotions instead of taking examinations.  He also discusses the ribbons and medals he earned during his service, including the Vietnamese Service Medal.  

1:50:08

When asked if any of the pilots had any good luck rituals before flying missions, he recounts the practice of a pilot from Wyoming whose plane he worked on.  He would draw a dog on the side of the plane each time he flew a mission.  By the time Robert left the Ticonderoga, the pilot had thirty-five dogs on the plane.

1:52:31

Here, Robert relates how he saw Bob Hope’s show during the Christmas Tour of 1966.  He notes that the “the show that he put on was out of this world.”  He describes the furor when Hope was accompanied on stage by an actress, as most of the thousands of men aboard had been away from women for months or years.

1:55:01

When asked if any of his shipmates pulled pranks on each other, he responds that any serious pranks could be considered a violation of the Uniform Code of Justice, and would land you in the brig.  They would however, pull minor pranks on one another to pass the time or lighten the mood, like stealing clothes while people were in the shower.  However, he does relate one amusing story about some of the more experienced sailors.  He recalls that,

Most of the Navy people that ran the ship knew when the ship would list, when it would tilt side to side.  Well they wouldn’t tell you.  So you’re sitting there and you’ve got your plate in front of you and the ship would make a thirty degree tilt and your plate would slide right off the table.  And they’d all laugh at you.  Because they would hold theirs.  When you’re on the ship after a while, you catch on to all the little stuff that the ship does.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Leasher, 1:56:14.] 


1:56:51

Robert also relates the story of a young galley mate who had just come aboard ship.  He was tasked with dumping the garbage from the stern of the ship.  They neglected to tell him not to throw the garbage, as the high winds on the deck would blow it right back.  After returning to the galley covered in garbage, the chef calmly explained to him why he should lay the can on the deck and dump it over the side instead.

1:58:45

Here, Robert relates where he acquired his lifelong penchant for eating ice cream from the container.  He made friends with one of the cooks in the galley, who would give him gallons of fresh made ice cream made aboard, which he would share with a handful of friends in his cabin.
He comments on the character of the Ticonderoga’s captain and recalls that he would call General Quarters at all hours of the night which confined everyone to their cabins.  Fresh ice cream apparently came in handy on those nights.

2:00:43

Robert discusses the end his tour, which was punctuated by the arrival of newer carriers in the Pacific, specifically the USS America. He notes that the replacement carriers did not experience as much combat as his squadron saw due to a decline in the war.

2:03:06

When asked about lasting friendships from his time in the service, Robert mentions his friend from Yuma, Arizona, Charlie McCandless.  After they left the service, he went to visit Charlie before his wedding.  Charlie owned a horse ranch which was given to him by his father, and Robert visited him along with some other members of his squadron.  He also relates the story of Charlie’s purchase of an expensive wedding ring for his then-fiancé, and provides some background about his friend.

2:05:51

Robert says that he never had any reunions for the squadrons he served with, or at least he did not participate if there were.  He cites the reason for this as the fact that most of the men in his unit were from widely varying areas of the country, and staging reunions would be difficult to execute.

2:06:16

Following his time in the service, Robert began applying for jobs, eventually applying to Sears, Roebuck & Company where his father worked.  He was hired by his father’s boss, and it was suggested that he was hired because of his father.  However, he insists that William Roth, the head engineer hired him because of his service record and the experience he gained while serving in the Navy.  He worked for Sears for the next thirty years, where he met his wife Patricia.  After taking an early retirement from Sears, he went to work for Centennial School District where he, his brothers, and his children had attended school.  He worked for the district for thirteen years, and retired at the age of 66.  He currently does odd work for friends and family to earn extra income, and keep himself active.

2:08:54

While working for Sears, he did primarily electrical and carpentry work.  He also assisted in constructing new displays and walls, and plowed the lots during the winter.  He worked in the maintenance department for the first ten years of his time with the company, and then transferred to automotive repair after the maintenance team was consolidated into a traveling department serving multiple stores in various states.  He had no experience at the time with automotive work, but proved to be a quick study thanks to his experience in working with electronics in the Navy.  He became fast friends with many of his coworkers, including Fred Hoover who helped in his training, George Curran who did front end work with him, and Johnny Stutz who specialized in tune-ups.

2:12:53

Immediately after leaving the service, Robert moved home with his family in Warminster, where he lived until married Patricia and they rented an apartment together.  While living at home, his parents insisted that he pay rent, and take care of all his own bills.

2:13:52

He met his wife Patricia while working for Sears in his first year.  They met when he was sent to assist her in repairing a cash register in the Optical Department.  They began talking and he asked if she had a ride home for the night.  He offered to take her, not realizing she lived in South Philadelphia, nearly an hour away.  They began dating shortly after.

2:16:06

Robert describes some of the things him and his wife did while dating, including a secret trip to Virginia, bowling, and movies.  




2:17:20

He discusses their relationships with each other’s families, saying that they all got along well.  He remembers that the only member of the family that did not get along with him was the dog.  He never met Patricia’s father, who passed away before they met.  They never lived together before being married, which was looked down upon at the time.  He also discusses the circumstances surrounding their engagement and wedding, and the financial concerns associated with them.

2:21:32

With help from his wife, Robert recalls that he was married in 1971 at St. Rita of Cascia in South Philadelphia.  They spent their honeymoon at Cope Haven resort in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania.

2:22:42

He says that he and his wife wanted children right from the beginning.  After trying for a time, they discovered that he was unable to conceive due to the injuries he suffered from the engine incident at Midway.  This led them to pursue adoption through Catholic Social Services in Philadelphia.  He describes the adoption process, noting that they tried to pair adoptive parents who resembled the adoptees with respect to size, hair and eye color.  In total, they adopted three boys through the agency.  They decided to adopt through the agency because of its affiliation with the Catholic Church, and its size.  He says the process was not prohibitively expensive at the time.

2:24:52

When his sons were young, his mother-in-law would often visit from Philadelphia to help during the week.  

2:25:52

Robert made the decision that he wanted to retire at 65, but was unable to do so until the following year.  He discusses the pensions he received from both Sears and Centennial School District.  He says that his favorite thing about retirement is not having to work a repetitious job.  Consequently, he made sure that he had a group of people to work for that would give him flexibility in working.  Looking forward, Robert would like to return to Hawaii for vacation.

2:29:15

Closing acknowledgements and questions.

2:29:36

End of Interview. 
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