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00:00
Wagner:
date of birth.

I guess just to start off, could you state your full name, place ofbirth and your

Moreau:
Right. My name is Marc Rene Moreau and, uh, I was born in Lewiston, Maine, in
Saint Mary' s Hospital, in fact, where my mother worked as a nurse, on December 30th, 1948.
Wagner:

Do you want talk about your life as a child up in Maine?

Moreau:
[Laughs] Sure. I, Lewiston is actually a very interesting place, I think. My folks
are French Canadians and, they, they come either from the Quebec Province or from New
Brunswick, and only along one line have we traced the family all the way back to France. But
it' s all French Catholic stock and what attracted the French Canadians across the border were
jobs in the New England mills and Lewiston, Maine in the 1870s, 1880s, was a growing textile
center with mills along a river that runs through the town. The Androscoggin River 1 has a thirty
foot drop across the town and there' s a lot of water power in that. The water was routed along
canals that powered turbines and was used to power the mills. But actually originally it was just
millwheels, and so my grandparents eventually found their way to Lewiston and, mostly there' s a
little pocket of French-speaking people. My father was born in a part a town called "Le PetitCanada," where French was spoken exclusively. French was spoken in my home, and I was
trained by Dominican nuns from France in grade school and later by the Brothers of the Sacred
Heart, another French order. And so it did almost feel like a European town in a way, the way
South Philadelphia, feels like, in a way, an Italian town in some ways. Even today in some of its
streets. And there was a little bit of an Old World flavor. When I was a boy I delivered
newspapers for a newspaper called the Le Misage, a French newspaper. But that's a dead town
now. All the mills are closed and have turned into nursing homes for the aging population.
Wagner:
1

So textiles were the main industry?

"In its 175-mile (280-k:ilometre) course, the river descends more than 1,245 feet (379m), the two steepest drops
occurring at Berlin, N.H., and at Rumford, Maine. The major products of the communities in its drainage basin are
pulp and paper (because of the abundance of waterpower, process water, and spruce-fir forests), textiles (in
Lewiston, Maine), and shoes (in Auburn, Maine)." "Androscoggin River." Encyclopedia Britannica. 2008.
Encyclopedia Britannica Online. 25 Apr. 2008 . <http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9007514>
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Moreau:
There were also shoe shops. Ah, but textile mills were the main industry and if
you went along the river you would see these four and five story huge brick buildings. Maybe
you even can visualize them because there were other towns in New England that had similar
mills in them. These old factories that date from the 19th century with big windows to let in the
light and sometimes wonderful brickwork. But you would see these buildings one after another
lined up along the canals and the river; it was quite impressive, and at one point Lewiston had
80,000 people in it. But its heyday was the turn of the century. It got to a point where shipping
cotton from the South all the way to northern mills no longer made any sense, and so it made
more sense to build mills, textile mills, near the source of cotton. And the competitive edge of
Lewiston was its great water power, so it survived, but it was limping along in the 1930s and
1940s. And then WWII, the need for cloth, for uniforms for American soldiers, for instance, for
parachutes, you needed very, very fme cloth for some of these. For blankets, you know. All sorts
of things kept the mills going into the 1950s. But then they really hit hard times and they started
closing in the 50s and 60s. And so nothing came in place. Nothing. You had a good workforce,
but for some reason - there were attempts to by Raytheon, who made transistors, to occupy the
space of the mills, and that ran for a little while in the 1960s. I don' t know how long that lasted
but it didn't last very long. And the shoe factories, too, closed down, partly because unionsthere were unions in the New England mills, and I know that in the case of the couple of the
textile mills the owners just closed their shop in Lewiston to build mills in the South where there
were no unions. So there was an attempt to get away from the unions, and they hadn't started
moving production overseas. That' s my sense of it at that point. But that can [ ].
Wagner:

Okay.

Moreau:
Now, where do you get your cotton T-shirts? Well, it probably says ' made in
China' on it, right?
Wagner:

Mhmm. [Laughs]

Moreau:

[Laughs] Or ' made in Indiana,' or something like that.

Wagner:
industry?

Yeah. Where did your parents and your grandparents fall into the mix of this

Moreau:
All four of my grandparents worked in the textile mills at some point in their
lives. My maternal grandmother stopped working at the mill once she married my grandfather.
But he was, uh, he had a good job; he was a [ ], he was a loom mechanic, so he didn't work the
looms, he went around repairing them. And he was a tinkerer [computer sleep noise] . He liked to
do that and the challenge of repairing things, and he was very active in the union. He was shop
steward2, and he did quite well. And his wife did stop working in the mills at one point. But his
2

"A union member elected to represent coworkers in dealings with management" "Shop Steward." Dictionary.com.
24 Apr. 2008. <www.dictionary.com>
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children worked in the mills. My mother worked in the mills when she was still a high school
student. It was expected that you would go and help the family by, help support the family by
working in the mills. That was the idea. And, if I turned to my father's parents, his mother
worked in the mill until - her case is a little bit unusual because she became schizophrenic, and
she had to be institutionalized when she was in her 50s, but until she was in her 50s she worked
in the mills. My father's father, however, had got, though he had worked in the mills, got a job
for the railroad, and, and actually that was good job in lots of ways. So he got out of the mills.
But he died young. He was 43 years old; he died of a heart attack. So my - his wife, my
grandmother, had to support her two children working in the mills. And when my father got old
enough he, he didn't go to high school. He just went from the eighth grade into the mill to
support the family. And, he worked in the mill until WWll started. He joined the marines and
when he came back from the marines he went back into the mills. And so, the mills- My mother
however, she got out of that. She had an opportunity during WWII to go to the nurse's training
school, paid for by the military 'cause they needed military nurses to go overseas. And my
mother signed up. And after three years of training she would have had to serve in the military
service for a certain amount oftime and I'm not sure how long. But by the- when she graduated
the war was over. They didn't- they had a surplus of nurses in the military, and so she never had
to actually serve. And so she worked as an RN 3 in Saint Mary's Hospital, where I was born .
. [Laughs]
10:48

Wagner:

[Laughs] Do you have any brothers and sisters?

Moreau:
I have a sister and I have a brother. And my sister is one year younger than I am.
She, uh, is smarter than I am Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
She went to Pembroke University, and, when Pembroke still existed this was an
all girl's school. Attached, connected, in some ways affiliated with Brown and absorbed
eventually by Brown University. And she is, uh, she decided to focus on her French heritage, and
she went into a PHD program on French literature. And she- it took her- she completed
everything except for the dissertation. And she was writing on the treatment of dreams in French
literature when she decided that she just was never gonna finish the dissertation. So she returned
to Lewiston. At this point she had married, had had two children, and had gotten divorced. And
she taught, got a job teaching French at Lewiston High School, the Lewiston High School that
she and I attended. So she went back home, and, partly, I suppose, to get support from our
parents in taking care of the children, of her children. And I think that was a good [] that worked
out in lots of ways.

3

~ stands for "registered nurse."
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12:54

Moreau:
My brother is eight years younger than I am. And he was less of an academic
than my sister and I. Went to the University of Maine, and, got his bachelor's degree, but he
spent all of his time playing chess. And for awhile that's what he lived for. For quite a while, for
maybe ten years after he graduated. He would go to tournaments, mostly local and New England,
though he did do some traveling to, uh, go to international chess matches and chess tournaments.
And he held a few local titles in the state of Maine and in the state ofNew En- in the New
England area. And he was well ranked. But he reached a point where - I, I can't remember his
highest ranking, it was around 2200- and he could not- in the American Chess Federation's
Ranking system- and to be a grandmaster I think you need to get to 2400. You and I, I don't
know where we'd be, off the chart, we be like ranked around 1200, []I don't even know if we'd
be ranked that high. I mean. And I played with my brother. So, I never got myself ranked, but I
have a sense that my ranking would be very low. I know 2200 is [] when you spend all your time
doing it. But he could then no longer push beyond that, and he had a sense that he'd peaked, you
know? He'd, he got a few- he'd got a little prize- there was prize money, but chess is not big
prize money. So even if you win, say, the New England Chess Championship, it's a pittance. So
he kept himself alive by working at resorts in various,. in, usually in Maine in the summertime
and Florida in the wintertime, waiting on tables and working at restaurants, doing odd jobs like
that. His passion was chess, and he belonged to local chess clubs where he was and he always
would try to corner somebody into play chess. But then he decided to quit that, and he now
works at a law firm. He moved to San Francisco, and, uh, took a few courses in computers, and
now he works in the law office, it's not exactly paralegal, but he manages- he's an office
manager for a legal- for a law firm in San Francisco. But he still has the old craze for board
games. So, one thing that drew him to San Francisco was the game 'Go,' I don't know if you've
ever heard of it.
Wagner:

I don't think so.

Moreau:
It's- I think chess had too many bad memories that he started playing Go. Go is a
big board with little tiny squares, many many more squares than a chess board has. And you play
the game with white and black pebbles, and the goal of the game is to surround your enemy your opponent. And so it's intriguing, it's an Asian game, Japanese game, I think, and uh, yes,
it's Japanese. I actually don't know the ultimate origin to it, but my sense of it is it's Japanese.
It's popular in Japan. And my brother joined the Go club in San Francisco, and he goes there
every weekend. If I want to reach him by phone I can call the club on the weekend[]. But he's
now eight years younger than I am. He generally teaches Go. It's a non-profit thing. It's just his
avocation. It's his life. He never married, so he's single, but the social life of the club is his
social life. A lot of people would find him an odd kind of guy, because of his fascination with
games. I think I may have said in class one day, oh no, was it the other class, it was my freshmen
honors triple, 'cause one of the students asked me did I think that boys were better at physics
than girls. And that's how he put it. And I said I didn't think that boys were better at physics or-
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children worked in the mills. My mother worked in the mills when she was still a high school
student. It was expected that you would go and help the family by, help support the family by
working in the mills. That was the idea. And, if I turned to my father's parents, his mother
worked in the mill until- her case is a little bit unusual because she became schizophrenic, and
she had to be institutionalized when she was in her 50s, but until she was in her 50s she worked
in the mills. My father's father, however, had got, though he had worked in the mills, got a job
for the railroad, and, and actually that was good job in lots of ways. So he got out of the mills.
But he died young. He was 43 years old; he died of a heart attack. So my - his wife, my
grandmother, had to support her two children working in the mills. And when my father got old
enough he, he didn't go to high school. He just went from the eighth grade into the mill to
support the family. And, he worked in the mill until WWll started. He joined the marines and
when he came back from the marines he went back into the mills. And so, the mills -My mother
however, she got out of that. She had an opportunity during WWII to go to the nurse's training
school, paid for by the military 'cause they needed military nurses to go overseas. And my
mother signed up. And after three years of training she would have had to serve in the military
service for a certain amount of time and I'm not sure how long. But by the- when she graduated
the war was over. They didn't- they had a surplus of nurses in the military, and so she never had
to actually serve. And so she worked as an RN 3 in Saint Mary's Hospital, where I was born .
. [Laughs]
10:48
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[Laughs] Do you have any brothers and sisters?

Moreau:
I have a sister and I have a brother. And my sister is one year younger than I am.
She, uh, is smarter than I am Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
She went to Pembroke University, and, when Pembroke still existed this was an
all girl's school. Attached, connected, in some ways affiliated with Brown and absorbed
eventually by Brown University. And she is, uh, she decided to focus on her French heritage, and
she went into a PHD program on French literature. And she- it took her- she completed
everything except for the dissertation. And she was writing on the treatment of dreams in French
literature when she decided that she just was never gonna finish the dissertation. So she returned
to Lewiston. At this point she had married, had had two children, and had gotten divorced. And
she taught, got a job teaching French at Lewiston High School, the Lewiston High School that
she and I attended. So she went back home, and, partly, I suppose, to get support from our
parents in taking care of the children, of her children. And I think that was a good [] that worked
out in lots of ways.

3
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oh, I think he may have asked about engineering. I said I didn ' t think that - and he said are boys
smarter for that? And I said, 'No, I don' t think boys are smarter, but I think boys like spending
time with things Wagner:

I remember you talking about this.

Moreau:
class.

I did? I mentioned that in class? Okay, right. Okay. Then it maybe was in our

Wagner:

I think it was in our class.

Moreau:

Oh yes, it is.

Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
It was in our class. You remembered- right. Maybe I got that idea- it was in our
class. I was thinking you weren 't in that class. I was thinking you were in my upper division
class. I don't know how I got that Liz. Yes, it was Joe Kain4 who asked the question, remember?
- and somehow I didn' t have you in that class, I had you in another class - but, I think my
brother is a good example of that. He ' s not a people person. And he can be perfectly happy with,
in front of a chess board or in front of a Go board or, and there' s something about guys, that I
think, you know, they can be there with their tackle box and their tools and play with them and
it' s kinda satisfying.
19:37
Moreau:
Whereas it would drive my wife, I know, nuts. She wants to be - when I see her at
home she' s got this growth, it's called the telephone, it grows out of, [gestures to his ear]Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
-you know. She wants to have human contact. So we are different, I think, in lots
of ways. So, I can talk some more about myself. I mean, my love - my brother was chess - my
love was the - was music - was the trumpet []. I saw an old movie; it was probably - when I was
boy. Actually, not an old movie, it was brand new at the time, but it' s an old movie now. And it
was a story about a trumpeter by the name of Red Nichols, and I told my parents, "I want to play
the trumpet." And so they - this is grade school- they bought be trumpet lessons. And the man
who taught me trumpet was, he led the park - he led the band that played in the park on
Memorial Day or on the 4th of July. Just an old local, an old-timer, Sousa-band kind of
background. But he was a very heavy smoker, he was a chain smoker, and when he played the
trumpet smoke came out of the trumpet. I thought that was so cool.
Wagner:
4

[Laughs]

Another student in my Honors triple.
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Moreau:
[Laughs] But at any rate. He was an old, relatively old man, and he had a lot of
missing teeth. He was probably not very- well, he was not, didn't have much money. But he
gave me lessons, and I had a facility for it, and I got- I went to music camp in the summertime
and I realized that I was one of the better trumpeters in the state of Maine. And so I thought that
would be, I would go be a music major. And I thought I would like to write music. I had taken a
couple, some lessons on the piano, and so I, I had written a few things. And I also - I was part of
a rock band.
22:20

Wagner:

Oh yeah?

Moreau:

Remember there was the Tijuana Brass 5?

Wagner:

Yeah. Yeah, I know what you mean.

Moreau:
And there was Prince Albert. And so we modeled ourselves a little bit on that, but
it was more heavy rock. So, I mean, we were aspiring to Blood, Sweat and Tears, although
Blood, Sweat, and Tears had not come out yet. But I don't know if you know that group, that's
what they [ ] and they have trumpets. So it was that, closer to that in aspiration. Nowhere near as
good because we were pretty awful.
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
But we did have some gigs. We played at high school dances and things like that.
And I think we actually got paid a couple of times. And we played at a couple of school
functions, and I was - I liked - I liked that. So, when I was applying to colleges I auditioned and
I applied to lots of schools that had good music programs including Oberlin and Boston
University and The University of Connecticut, which did have a good music program and they
still have a really good music program right now. And I got into places, and I got an absolute full
scholarship at the University ofConnecticut6, so that's where I went. They needed a trumpeter
desperately that year. I guess their graduating class of trumpeters were not that great. And I
really did well at the audition and the chairman of music department at UCON was himself a
trumpet player and at the audition he pulled out his trumpet and he took a set of duets that I had
never seen before and he said, "let's play these." And so he was testing my sight-reading, and
my sight-reading was my real strength. And so I knew I did well. And so I got through college
on a music scholarship. But once I got to UCON, University of Connecticut, you know [ ], I
realized now there was a concentration of real talent, and I was nowhere- I realized that I didn't
have the ear. It was foolish of me to think that I would be a comp- that I would compose music. I
had acquired bad habits of a trumpeter, and they were trying to correct them. I had a better
teacher, teachers who came from New York City for the trumpet. And I had a roommate because
5
6

Brass band with jazz and Spanish influences from the 1950s and 1960s
The website for the University of Connecticut is www.uconn.edu/
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we lived together, the music majors, who could listen to a piece of music on the radio and - we
had a jazz band. So we could listen to a piece of jazz music on the radio and write out the parts.
And I couldn't do that. I realized that, now that's talent, that's where you have an ear, where he
could just listen to it two or three times and he would be able to write out the parts, he had such a
- so I started looking around. And, I had been good in physics so I took a physics course and
thought I could become a physicist. I was intrigued by psychology. I had had a very good first
course in psychology, so I took some courses in psychology. I actually became a psychology
minor. And I also dabbled in English. I liked- I took a couple of courses in Shakespeare, I loved
the teacher I had, and I also took some courses in romantic poetry. So I was kinda feeling my
way. English major, Psychology major. Physics died first because I had the worst teacher in the
world. A German, who had a great reputation. He was supposed to be like this great guy; he
probably was a great guy in the lab. But he was- he had this thick thick German accent and he
spent all of his time doing physics problems on the board, with his nose to the board. There was
no human contact whatsoever. It was like - you had to just look over his shoulder. I imagine if
you were- I realize- okay, here. If you were a real- if you were gonna be a real nerdy physics
guy, you would, might enjoy looking over that guy's shoulder to see what great things he's doing
on the board. But I didn't have that level of- ability. So I let that die. But I had this great teacher
also in philosophy. Mrs. Charles Fritz was her name.
28:20

Moreau:
And she too was a smoker. Smoking was the thing back then. She was probably
at the time in her early 50s, I'd say. She was, Charles Fritz was the chair of the department, so
they were a married team. And she would smoke in class. And, uh, she listened to you in class,
and it was a small class. And when you wrote something for her she made very thoughtful
comments. The most thoughtful comments I'd ever gotten from somebody about my own
writing. And so for that reason I thought- I liked her, I seemed to be doing well in her course, so
I took some more philosophy courses. And I liked also the other philosophy majors. And there
was a little, in the department it was in an old building on the campus, there was a room where
philosophy majors used to hang out. So that kind of became a place where I could go. And it's a
big university, the University of Connecticut, so the philosophy majors were quite [ ]. And that
gave me a second home to the music department. And so slowly I got more into - and then I read
Wittgenstein7 !
Wagner:

7
"

[Laughs]

Considered by some to be the greatest philosopher of the 20th century, Ludwig Wittgenstein played a central, if
controversial, role in 20th-century analytic philosophy." "Ludwig Wittgenstein." Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy. 24 Apr. 2008. <http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wittgenstein/>
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Moreau:
And I got hooked. Because the teaching- the teacher was very good. C.D.
Rollins. Excellent. He was a scholar of Wittgenstein, and I -there was a man who came to our
campus, a visiting professor from England, his name was Beade Rumble 8, and he also had a
great deal of respect for Wittgenstein. And there was so much genius in Wittgenstein, that no- it
was like a big, great big crossword puzzle to figure out what he was trying to see, and I was
fascinated by it. And I'd say that that is the first time I became a serious student, a serious
scholar, where I did my homework Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
-you know, with any enthusiasm. I would come to class with any enthusiasm.
And I would want, would really want to talk about things. Not that I was a bad student before,
but I, I - that's when I decided I wanted to make this my living. I wanted t- you know, I'd found
myself again. Because I' d lost myself. I had wanted to become a trumpet player, music
composer, that was my dream, and I realized that that dream had fallen apart. I didn't see what to
do, and there was the Vietnam War going on at the time,
Wagner:

Right.

Moreau:
And I didn't want to go do that, [Laughs] so when I read Wittgenstein with these
two men, and I wanted to be like these two teachers I had, that' s when I decided, 'I'm gonna go
to graduate school." Unfortunately, graduate deferments, they didn't exist, and so part of my
story is how I got out of serving in Vietnam.

30:40
Moreau:

And we have the time. [Laughs]

Wagner:

Oh, excellent.

Moreau:
[Laughs] You know, this is a difficult, a difficult thing for people my age to talk
about, and to talk about honestly. I was your age, Liz, a little older, when I was being- the draft
was on. We had a draft. And this war was such a bloody war. It was so awful. And you that by
comparison with [computer] the fatalities in the Iraq War, the Vietnam War is much worse. If
you' ve been to the Vietnam War memorial in Washington you know that 50,000 American
soldiers died there. So far only 4,000 Americans have died in the Iraq war. We now have about
150,000 troops in Iraq; well, at some points we had over, we had well over 300,000 troops in
Vietnam. It was a larger scale, and people were drafted for it. And until I was a senior, however,
I had a college deferment. You could defer your draft until - while you were in college. My
senior year in college, it was what was called the lottery9 • Instead of selecting people randomly,
everybody got a number based on their date of birth and when the lottery for my year was
8

9

Uncertainty as to whether this name is correct or not
A draft assignment of numbers given to men based on their birthday and pulled at random
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picked, December 30th was the third picked. So I was third in the lottery out of365 days ofthe
year. I was very early. So in the middle of my senior year in college I was getting notices that I
should appear for a physical, for my - in preparation to get drafted. And they would take me as
soon as I graduated. I was gonna graduate that May and I would be, you know, in b~ot camp that
May very likely. This is the year of my senior year. My senior year is '69 to '70, and the war is
going pretty strong at this time. And now I was opposed to the war. I was not a, I was not a very
active person in opposition, though I did go on marches. I was not violent or, you know,
anything like that. I was not a leader of the movement, of the youth movement to oppose the war.
But I did go to marches like a lot of my friends to protest the war. I went on sit-ins to protest the
war and I participated in that way. And we would read regularly about the war and how it was
coming along and to many of us it seemed like a civil war, and we were just fighting on one side.
There were certain theories about communism, where we had to resist it, otherwise the whole
world would be dominated by communism. And that theory, that domino theory as it was
sometimes called, that if Vietnam falls other nations will fall to communism and Stalin will rule
our lives or Mao will rule our lives; that seemed not credible to me. And the methods we were
using, because we saw them including the use of Napalm to clear the jungle so that we could see
the Vietnamese, Viet-Kong and the North Vietnamese people on the ground. The jungle coverthe jungle gave them cover so we were defoliating the jungle. Unfortunately the Napalm is this
gunk - are you familiar with Napalm, Liz?
35:53
Wagner:

Yeah, a little bit.

Moreau:
It's this gunk that spontaneously burns, and so we were burning the jungle. But
the gunk would land on huts in the jungles and would burn people's villages and there were
sometimes we would burn the villages because the Viet Kong were suspected, and maybe in
many cases it was true, the Viet-Kong were hiding the villages. So on television we would see
soldiers burning villages. There were horrible massacres, the My Lai Massacre 10 of Vietnamese,
often children and women. American soldiers doing this kind of killing to me- maybe you've
heard of the movie Apocalypse Now? 11 It's- it tells us about the evils, the criticism of the war.
That was my perspective. Other people, of course, had other views of the war. There were
supporters of the war in America. America was divided. This was the big political struggle here
across those early, the late 60s through the early 1970s. So I was opposed to the war. I'm not a
particularly courageous person, and I decided to apply for a C0 12 status. That is, conscientious
objector status. With that status I could do some alternative service for my country. Maybe I
would work in, you know, a prison or cleaning floors, or I would, maybe I would work in a
10

In March, 1968 a company of American soldiers killed 300 civilians during a "search and destroy" mission "My
Lai Massacre." Vietnam Online. 2005. 24. Apr. 2008.
<http://www .pbs.org/wgbh/amex/vietnam/trenches/my_ lai.html>
11
A 1979 release by Francis Coppola about the Vietnam War
12
Conscientious objector: a person who is morally opposed to war
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mental asylum as an orderly. And I was willing and very happy to do that. And I applied, but I
failed. And to get it, my hometown, the selective service board in my hometown- these were
men who reviewed these cases - who were very conservative Catholics, and by that time I had
gone into my rebellious phase and I wasn't going to Mass anymore. In fact I can remember being
asked, "Do you go to Mass?" And it was a selective service board question and I said, "No." And
then I was asked, "How can you have a moral objection to anything if you don't go to Mass?"
And so I thought that that was unfair, that you could be a moral person if you didn't go to Mass
at the time. I was 20, I guess, at the time. 20 years old. And I appealed the fmding, and then I
reached the point where I had no more appeals. And I was -they were calling me to go back to
my physicals. I don't know how many times I had a physical. Because every time I lost an appeal
I could have a physical and they would tell me to have a physical and I would say- I would have
the physical and then I would appeal. And once I lost that appeal I had to have another physical.
39:31
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
[Laughs] So actually now this struggle to get out of the draft is- and now I've
moved to Philadelphia.
Wagner:

Oh, okay.

Moreau:
Okay? I was in Connecticut, but it's taking so long that I graduated, I was
accepted at Temple University, in their doctoral program, so I moved [from] Connecticut, and
they have to move my physical. They want me to take a physical in Connecticut. I say, "No, I'm
in Philadelphia." It takes time, I'm appealing, and now I'm 21. I'm at the end of my rope. I have
no way- nowhere to go. The reason I was denied CO status was that I could not honestly say
that I was a pa~ifist. I could not honestly say that I believed all wars to be wrong. I thought that
war was immoral. And at the time no one who had that view could get a CO status. So I lost and
really my position was - and there was a presidential appeal that got nowhere - so I had been a
draft resister, you might say, up to that point. That's an honorable term. From that point on,
however, I became a draft dodger. And, you know, I don't know if you're old enough to
remember how difficult this was for Bill Clinton, how he got himself out of the service and he
was criticized for being a draft dodger. He's my age. And also you may know that our current
president who's also approximately my age, George W Bush, how he managed to stay out of
Vietnam, and some people think that he was a draft dodger as well. And to talk honestly about it
is hard [No, I understand]. Because, you know, your friends are going over there, like Joe
Bokeman 13 . And some of them come back with missing legs, or dead, and you are not doing
anything so, and you don't know what's really right. For a young man it can get very confusing.
Is it really a moral entrepreneur or is it that I'm just scared? So it's very difficult. It's a lot of soul
searching goes on. But I did become a draft dodger. The honorable thing to do would have been
13
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when they asked me to go and take the oath when they draft me, to just refuse, and to give them
my address and to tell them that they can - then I would have to be put on trial for refusing to
serve and I would have had to face perhaps a jail sentence. And I think in the jurisdiction that
would have governed my case, my selective service board, the judge was known for putting
people in jail. I thought of doing that, of just saying no, and that would have been quite a noble
act, but I was scared of going to jail. I didn't want to do that. And I had started graduate school 14 .
[Laughs]! didn't want to stop that. So I made inquiries and I found out that there was a anti-war
orthopedic surgeon. Well, there were people - let me back-track43:20
Wagner:

Okay.

Moreau:
-before that sentence. There were people who counseled young men like me.
They were volunteers, they were opposed to the war, and they were trying to help us avoid the
draft. Well, I had exhausted all of my appeals. So they started asking me, "well, do you have any
physical condition that coiuld get you a medical deferment?" And I said, " Well, I don't really.
I'm really healthy. I'm color blind, but that doesn't do it. I do have a tumor in my leg, a bone
tumor, an osteochondroma 15. I discovered it when I was 18 years old." And so they said, "Well,
you might get a deferment on the basis of that. Why don' t you go to an orthopedic surgeon and
have him write a letter?" Well, on a vacation, I think it must have been Christmas or something,
on a vacation during school break I go to my hometown and I go to the orthopedic surgeon there.
And unbeknownst to me, he is - I ask him to write a letter to my selective service board.
Unbeknownst to me he was a retired major from the army. He was a pro-war physician. And he
wrote a letter saying that I was perfectly fit to serve. That I had this osteochondroma but it
wouldn't matter, I was perfectly fit to serve. Well I'm back in Philadelphia and I got a copy of
the letter and I thought, "Ah, boy, this doesn' t help me at all." [Laughs]

45:01
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
So I ask around and I was told that there was this anti-war orthopedic c surgeon
in Philadelphia. And he would write me a better letter. [Laughs] So I went to see him. He took
for X-rays, he gave me a copy of the x-rays, and then he coached me about what to say - I won't
mention this man' s name because - but he told me to mention these complaints: that it hurt when
I climbed steps, etcetera. So, armed with my x-rays, with the letter from him, and with his
coaching, I went to my next physical. And when you go for a physical exam before the draft you
have to strip absolutely naked, and you're - you follow a line of naked 18, 19, 20, 21 , 22, 24
14

At Temple University, which is stated later in the interview
"A benign hamartomatous tumor originating in bone or cartilage" "Osteochondroma." Answers.com. 24 Apr.
2008. <http://www.answers.com/topic/osteochondroma?cat=health>
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year-olds. You have nothing on and you go from one station to another. You go down the hall,
go to this room, and if there' s something that they have to check, double-check, like your teeth
that you go, maybe you got cavities or something, then you get routed off on the side. And you
go from station to station with this packet. This is your medical record. And they then fill out
different parts of it. Well, that letter from the major from Lewiston was in my packet. So I
wanted to substitute the new letter saying that I was not fit for the old letter. And I did that.
When nobody was looking I took out the old the letter, put in the new letter, and I had this old
letter. But I'm naked! You know. I don't have a pocket anywhere to hide it. So I'm crunching
this up and just walking around looking - finally I found a trashcan where I deposited it. Before
going - and when they saw that they had this letter, and that I was looking for a medical
deferment, then they routed me to orthopedic surgeons who really grilled me. They made it
really hard for me. They had only contempt for me. And they had a sense that I was just trying to
dodge the draft. But I got a deferment, a medical deferment. Now, about this I've always hadyou know, this is not something that I'm proud about. I hardly ever talk about it. But since this is
an honest, open oral history, it is part of that history. Lots of young men - young men did
different things. Some left the country. I don't know if you're aware, but that war was very
controversial. There were strong people who supported it very strongly, and people who opposed
it very strongly. And it's not obvious to me - going to Vietnam, letting myself be drafted and
serving Vietnam, given my opposition to it and my sense of its immorality would not have been
an option for me.
48:32
Wagner:

Right.

Moreau:

But we all- You know there's this book, The Things They Carried16? About the-

Wagner:

Yeah, I've read it.

Okay. We all carry something, a burden, from that era. It leaves a sense of, a
Moreau:
stain on us. Because I deceived, you know, I lied to get the deferment. So this is the confession
of a draft dodger, that part of it. I was successful in graduate school, and -we both have things to
go to - to make a long story short- when I was still writing my dissertation, my doctoral
dissertation, I got a call from one of my teachers at Temple saying that at La Salle they wanted
somebody, and that was my frrst contact with La Salle and with my predecessor, the Chairman of
the philosophy department here. And it was very nice. I like La Salle. And I taught on and off as
an adjunct here - I also taught elsewhere - but eventually then I came back to La Salle when a
full-time position opened up here and got it in 1990. So that brings me all the way up to La Salle.
Wagner:

16

How are we for time? Is it-

A novel by Tim O ' Brien, published in 1998, concerning American soldiers in the Vietnam War
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Moreau:

It's six oftwo.

Wagner:
Yeah, if you wanna, if you mind if we continue this sometime next week for an
hour that would be great.
Moreau:

Yeah, that's fme.

Wagner:

Thanks.

End first interview- 50:21, approximately 1:55pm.

Part II -April 14th, 2008 -lpm- Dr. Moreau's office
Audio File II
00:00

Wagner:
So I know right where we left off was when you were coming to La Salle, but if
we could back-track for a second, and .. .I guess mostly focusing on the academics at this point,
can we talk about your grad school experiences a little bit?
Moreau:
Mmhmm. Yes. I selected Temple 17 because oftwo names that I respected. One
was Monroe Beardsley and the other was Joseph Margolis. It was quite naive actually, but I like
Joe Margolis' writing style. He made things seem important. And Monroe Beardsley I had read
as an undergraduate the way - an article by him that was much discussed on the intentionalist
fallacy. So when I saw that both of them were at Temple, and I liked the idea of moving to
Philadelphia, and I was planning to get married at the time, and my prospective wife, when I was
applying, was applying to graduate school at Temple as well. So that seemed to work out. And
we both got fellowships, and it's amazing that we could live on that. But I remember the
fellowship. Hers was 3,000 dollars, mine was 3,000 dollars, and we were expected to live on that
for a whole year.
Wagner:

[Gasp]

Moreau:
And we did. We lived in Center City, Philadelphia. We lived on 15th Street. In
fact, just a block south, just south of Spruce Street on the block that faces the Kimmel Center, the
current Kimmel Center. Of course there was no Kimmel Center then 18 . Things were much less
expensive back then. I sometimes, I took the subway to Temple. Sometimes I would ride my
bike. And I didn't think I needed a car. A bike was easier. So I started taking courses, I was, as I
17
18

Temple University's website is www.temple.edu/
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said last time, fighting the draft at the time during the first year. That was pretty tough, doing
both of those things and going to graduate school for the first time. But the environment was
great. There was a pretty large room - the philosophy department was housed in a row house
that, it no longer exists, it has been torn down now, but at the time it was a house, the row house,
a four-story row house, and the fourth story had a very large room and that was a place where
graduate students hung out, and going up there and just throwing the bowl or talking, that was
the greatest thing. So you, you know, take a couple of courses and had a lot of free time. They
expected you to do a lot of reading, and because you were with, you know, fellow students who
were interested in the same things, it was a lot- it was exciting. It was like, you know, just having
time to talk to your friends, but instead oftalking about, oh, I don't know how the Sixers are
doing or something like that, you talk about, "Oh, did you read Locke's essay on tolerance?" orand we'd talk about that. And each of us, we were educating ourselves in lots of ways 'cause we
had different interests and we would sometimes draw attention to different readings. Sometimes
we tried to help each other understand the faculty members, who could sometimes be enigmatic.
We couldn't understand what their position was, it was complicated. Also, there were prominent
speakers and guest lecturers who came to Temple. So we met prominent individuals. I can think
of, I could state names, but they wouldn't really mean too much. William Penhold Quine,
Anthony Anscomb, I'm sorry, Elizabeth Anscomb 19, P.S. Strassen. Many of these were
philosophers who had a reputation on both sides of the Atlantic. Temple was flushed with money
at the time, this was the early 1970s. That's why it was able to draw some stars to its faculty. The
state was putting a lot of money into graduate programs. It was, there was a big push at the time
in the late 60s and early 70s to improve the colleges and universities of the United States, and
programs were growing at that time. Unfortunately, Liz, you exist in a time when that hasn't
been the case, and, you know, I got all my education, I graduated without any debt, not because I
was particularly smart, but simply because there was a strong public funding for education. And
education was relatively less expensive back then. And also when I went to graduate school I
told you I got 3000 dollars. I got full tuition plus 3000 dollars. 3000 dollars, we had a Center
City apartment that was 85 dollars a month. Well, with 3000 dollars you can live like that. You
can manage that. And my wife, who became my wife, we married the very day after we
20
graduated 7:35

Wagner:

Oh, wow.

Moreau:
-in May. We moved down the following, hauling aU-haul with all of our world
possessions. That was quite a scene. It was hot and sweaty, a hot, humid day in Philadelphia. But
we had both of our fellowships. And, you know, you wondered, you worried because you had
papers to do, and these are not like five or 10 pages papers, they're often very big papers, and
19
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you had to make presentations and seminars, and the faculty were pretty critical, and at the end
of the first year there was a battery of exams, and if you didn't do well you could be kicked out
of the program, or be given a terminal master's, be admitted to a terminal master's program. So it
wasn't as if there wasn't cause for anxiety. I mean, it was a lot of fun, it was exciting, I started
writing at that time, you know, seriously writing, and keeping a journal, a journal about my
ideas. But there was some anxiety that if you failed at the exams that you're career would
terminate. And of course the anxiety of the war was around. After I completed my coursework
and completed my- that took three years, just to complete the coursework for the doctoral
program- and after I passed the comprehensive exams, they called them the "preliminary
exams" at Temple University for some reason- these are the exams you have to pass in order to
then get a doctoral dissertation proposal accepted. In the humanities you have to write a
dissertation, but you have to pass, you have to complete your coursework and pass the
comprehensive exams before you're allowed to make a proposal dissertation topic. And I got my
proposal accepted. And then I worked on it for about a year, and I didn't get very far on it, I have
to say. I was stuck. I really was stuck for a long, long time writing my dissertation. I kept writing
but I couldn't seem to complete anything. And in part it was due to the fact that my point of view
was parting from - Margolis became my dissertation advisor. There was a whole committee.
Monroe Beardsley was on it and there were a couple of other people on it including Terry Fisher,
who was very important to me. But I didn't, I couldn't seem to put it together, I couldn't seem to
shape it, give it a shape, what I wanted to say. It was a very technical topic on the theory of
reference, on how our words reach out to the world and refer to things, and how it is that there
are different kinds of ways that we use words to make references. Proper nouns, like Bill
Clinton, we'll refer to somebody, but sometimes we can use descriptions that will help other
people know what we're talking about, so, you know, I can talk about the white building that is
located where Broad Street intersects with Market Street and you might be able to figure out that
I'm talking about City Hale' . So we can make references in different ways and how the mind
follows that. It's a very technical, logical question. But it kept getting larger for me because it
had to do with human intentions, and it's not just the words themselves that manage to refer to
things, it's the context of the human intentions behind the word. That was my thought. Then I
started puzzling about human intentions. And actually, that meant more reading and so the thing
just kept getting larger and larger. In the meantime, about a year after I graduated, I was asked
whether I would like to do some teaching. I had done some teaching at Temple at this time. I had
had a TA22 for a couple ofyears, then I had my fourth year, I had, that fourth year after I had
completed the coursework, it was just a fellowship to write the dissertation. That's all I was
supposed to do. But I didn't succeed in completing it in that time. And then they asked me to
take over some courses of a man who was dying of cancer. First I was his assistant, grading
papers and sometimes sharing class time when he had to go to chemotherapy. With my TA,

21
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teaching assistant, actually I taught a whole course. I was such an awful teacher back then, when
I think about it.
13:48
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
I was so inexperienced. But at least, you know, for those poor Temple students
that had me, and that is the problem with TAs; they don't know how to teach a class. But, at any
rate, I did have a little bit of experience, and so I was asked to teach. And I taught as an adjunct
instructor for many years. And that is how I made a living well into the 1980s. So through the
70s and into the 1980s I was an adjunct instructor. I taught at the Community College of
Philadelphia, I taught at Saint Joseph' s, I taught here, I taught at many places. I taught at Trenton
State. I would go anywhere to teach philosophy. And I was getting better as a teacher and
making little progress on my dissertation. But eventually I completed it. But it transformed itself
because whereas I had started talking about problems of reference, I now was more interested in
intention and in theories of interpretation, what is sometimes called "hermeneutics23 ," and so you
can see how my initial proposal became obsolete. I had to rewrite that proposal, get it approved,
but one day, and it came to me very clearly, one day I knew exactly what I wanted to say. It was
like, it just all came to me. I knew it. I really, it came to me that there was something very
important that needed to be said and I knew how to say it and I could use a lot of the material
that I had been, that I had worked. And I wrote a ridiculously long dissertation, something like
380 pages long15:59
Wagner:

Wow.

Moreau:
-and this was before, you know, modem printers and all ofthat stuff. So I had to
- But I typed it up myself. I didn' t hire a secretary. I was - handing that in and getting it
approved and defending it orally, you know, when you, I don' t know if you' re familiar with the
process, but when you submit a dissertation your committee approves it, has to approve of it, but
then you have to defend it publically. You have to have an oral defense and defend the
dissertation before the members of the department in general, but before the larger public, and
sometimes grad students and interested individuals come to that defense. And when that was all
over, I passed that; you can imagine the real relief. Now I had a doctorate, a PHD. But now I
wanted a job, you know, a secure job. A full-time job. A permanent job. And a position opened
up here at La Salle, an assistant.
Wagner:
23

What year was this?

"The science of interpretation, esp. ofthe Scriptures" "Henneneutics." Dictionary.com 24 Apr. 2008.
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Moreau:

What?

Wagner:

What year was that?

17:34
Moreau:
Well, that was in 1989. And then I became a, I got a one year appointment in
1989 and then in 1990 I got a permanent tenure-track position. And I've been teaching here ever
since. Now I expanded my interest in the philosophy of the mind and by the time I carne here, let
me see, I had started with thinking about human intentions and how, why they are relevant to the
meaning of works of art in particular. I was thinking of written works, but that was mostly what I
focused on. Written works, literary works. But then I started getting interested in other aspects of
the human mind. In memory, in consciousness, in attention, in the passions, the various
emotions, and thinking that out. And then I started thinking in terms of the relation between
human beings and other animals and how the powers of the human mind might have evolved
across time. And that led me to read into evolutionary theory. And I did teach a course here on
evolutionism and creationism as a result. So. And I have developed some ideas about [pause] the
history of the human mind, the stages through which the mind on Earth developed. That I think
our- help us understand things. And finally, because I saw a kind of affinity between the point
of view that I was developing, under the influence in part of Wittgenstein and the writings of
Aristotle, I started looking more closely into Aristotle. I had picked up some Greek early on,
ancient Greek, and so I brushed up on my Greek, maybe about five, six years ago, seven, eight
years ago. Time passes. And I got the writings of Aristotle in Greek. And I worked through the
biological writings of Aristotle. I was interested in his philosophies of mind. So that has been a
new interest of mine as well. And often Darwin and Aristotle are seen as antagonists in certain
ways, because Aristotle believed in the fixity of the species, whereas Darwin believes that they
evolve across time. But actually I see a deeper kinship between them, and so is that a scenario
that I'm working on right now. Now, I don't know, you asked me for my development as a
scholar, but I don't know if that fits the bill.
21:08
Wagner:
Yeah, yeah. Yes it does. Just trying to think of where I should go now. How did
you meet your wife?
Okay, well. I am a man who has more than one wife. And my first wife, we were
Moreau:
in the marching, we were in the university orchestra and the marching band together. She was a
flutist and I was a trumpeter, remember I had a music scholarshipWagner:

Right.

Moreau:
-and she was dating other people. But when we were juniors I asked her out. I
knew now she was no longer dating this other guy, so I asked her out. And we became close. We
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had similar interests. She was very smart, she was a mathematician. And we had different family
backgrounds, and we also had different religions. My folks are Catholic and her folks were
Jewish, so that was sometimes a little bit awkward. Not for her and me, but for our parents. So
we moved to Philadelphia together and she decided to quit when she got her master's degree.
And she got a teaching job teaching high school. And after six years of marriage, though, she
said that it didn't look like I was going anywhere, in effect. I told you I was mired in the studies
that I seemed not be able to bring to any kind of closure. When was I going to earn money? You
know, I mean, you can keep putting food on the table with adjunct teaching, but it's very, it's
unreliable and also you can't really start a family in that way. And so my wife had had it; I can
sympathize with her. It was very painful, you can imagine, but she wanted out. And she left and
went to medical school. And so I led a single life, I moved back to Center City,- we had moved
into the suburbs- I moved back into Center City. But my current wife I met playing softball. The
Philadelphia Cycling Club has - and I was not a member of it, but I just saw a notice - that there
was a pick-up game of softball. And actually I got it all confused, I thought it was volleyball and
I love volleyball. I like softball too. But I thought it said volleyball. So I showed up, you know,
dressed athletically. But I got to the park early and it was actually East Falls Park, which is not
too far from here, and I met my future wife, Juliet. She was with a girlfriend. They had seen a
similar ad and they were out there just to play softball. I said, "Well, I'm looking for a volleyball
game." And they said, "Are you sure you're not looking for a softball game?''
25:17
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
And I said, "I don't know, it said volleyball." But I liked that gal that I saw and
we were talking and chatting. And they said, "Well if you're volleyball doesn't show, if you're
volleyball people don't show up, why don't you join us for softball?" So I did. And then we went
out, some of us who had been playing, we just casually went out to a restaurant for a quick
something to eat afterwards. And I got her name and telephone number and I called her to go see
the fireworks. And that's when that started. And we really were in love. I mean, that was, we
were head over heels in love. And it has been a very good relationship ever since.[ Laughs]
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
And my wife is quite a chC1;facter. My wife was a philosophy major as an
24
undergraduate at Bryn Mar College . And she was actually philosophy of science. That was her
area of interest. And she almost went to graduate school. And she was interviewed by the great
25
philosopher of science Thomas Kuhn . But she decided instead to take a job and get married. So
she too has a previous marriage. She took a series of jobs doing science writing, translating the
24

Located in Bryn Mar, Pennsylvania
Philsopher known as "one of the most influential philosophers of science ofthe twentieth century, perhaps the
most influential." "Thomas Kuhn." Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 24 Apr. 2008.
<http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/thomas-kuhnl>
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results of scientific experiments into terms that lay-people could understand. And then she ended
up worked for a pharmaceutical company in the city whose name just escapes me right now, but
it's a big firm. It still is in the city. And she did that for many years. But one day, about, well it' s
about 40 years ago, she decided that she would start her own marketing research firm because
she ended up doing marketing research at the pharmaceutical company where she worked. And
she had one employee at the beginning, and she worked out of her basement, but eventually my
wife built a big, big company with offices in Europe and in Asia and she had hundreds of
employees, so she is a very successful businesswoman. She was the founder and CEO of the
Strategic Marketing Corporation. Eventually she sold the company26 . I guess now it was
something like seven years ago, I'd say, that she sold the company. She was ready, and she was
getting very good offers. And it was a lot of a head-I mean, she could never get off. She had a
lot- going on vacation with her was not like going on vacation because she was always in touch
with the office. And she realized that and it was just too draining. But about five years ago she
was bored [laughs] I mean she works, community service in lots of boards, she's served on
boards of non-profit organizations and poor-profit organizations. And she was looking for
something, and she had her eye on the Bryn Mawr Theatre because it was gonna be sold and
turned into a health club. And, as a former Bryn Mawr student with all sorts of associations with
that Theatre, she decided that she wanted to save the theater. And so she founded a non-profit
organization, the Bryn Mawr Film Institute27 , that would purchase the building and renovate it.
And she's been doing that, running the Bryn Mawr Film Institute, for three years now. So she' s a
.
.
very rmpresstve woman.
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
Maybe you' ll meet her one day. Any other- And it was really neat, you know.
We were not- we knew, once we started talking we realized that we knew we had mutual
friends, that we had common friends, people be knew. But we were not introduced to each other
by anyone who knew us. We just met at a pick-up softball game. And I kinda like that part.
Wagner:

Yeah, that' s nice.

Moreau:

Right.

30:43
Wagner:
I guess, if you don't mind ask a couple more questions about your family and
then we can transition back to La Salle stuff.
Moreau:

26

Sure, okay. Right
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27
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Wagner:

I know you mentioned before in class, but I don't know anything about them

Moreau:
Right. Well, they are actually Juliet's children from her first marriage. Maybe I
say my son. I have- I treat the grandchildren as my grandchildren, I mean there's hardly a
difference there. But Juliet has two children, and they are, it's remarkable, approaching 40. The
eldest is 39 years old, and she's living in Vermont. And she went to Amhersr 8 and then metshe taught locally here for awhile after she graduated from Amherst. She taught at Friends'
Centraf9 , I don't know if that means anything to you, and so taught at a girl's school, and she
was very well respected, and it looked like she would be a teacher the rest of her life. One day,
however, she met this young man who had gone to Columbia30 and they- you know what? I'm
trying to think, how did they meet? I can't remember how they met. But she and they, she and
he, and his name was Kevin McCollister, just hit it off really well, and they decided to go to the
Peace Corps together for two years. And they were assigned to Kazakhstan, and they had to learn
Russian. And it was an adventure for both ofthem, but that's the kind of thing they like to do.
They're granola bar types. You know, earth-loving, granola bar types, if that means anything to
you. They're no city slickers or anything like that. And they want to do good for the earth and for
the world, and so they went to Kazakhstan. And it was a very interesting adventure. I learned a
lot just from communicating with them about their experiences in Kazakhstan. And they're- -this
was after the breakdown of the Soviet Union, and so the former republics of the Soviet Union
were being given help by the United States in part through the Peace Corps31 . And they had
faced many problems, these former republics because there was a lot of neglect of the
infrastructure, and wasteful and polluting habits and practices. And so one of the things was to
help the people of Kazakhstan develop sewage systems that would make sense. And also they
had been dumping radioactive waste out in the open, in lakes and in open ponds, and how to
manage that. And since Kevin's specialty was medical epidemiology, he knew some, he had
some sense of, he had a little bit of expertise in this area. And so that's what they spent their time
doing. And then they came back to the States and Kevin hunted around for work. And he did
find, with his knowledge of Russian and this experience from the Peace Corps, he found work
for an American company that did consult with former states of the Soviet Union. So he did that
for many years, but this company was located in Vermont, and so they moved up to Vermont and
they have bought what is in fact a farm, a 73-acre farm, and in the very small ways they started
having animals. I mean, they started with goats that they would feed on their farm, and they
would sell the goats after they'd gotten fat, or they would sell the- it wasn't goats, it was lambs-

35:56
Wagner:
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Oh, okay.
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Moreau:
[Laughs] Lambs, yeah. They would have some people who would come and
shear the lambs, or the sheep. And, well, lambs grow into sheep. And so it was a little bit that
they could make money on the side. But this has grown. Now they have hogs, they have
chickens, they do have goats now. And they have sheep and they've got 73-acres and it's taking
up a lot of their time. So they've become farmers, really, and they live in East Montpellier,
Vermont. And Erica, Erica always loved animals, as a girl she loved horses and rode horses so
she was never afraid of them or anything like that. And so they're living in their element. Her
brother, younger than her by about a year and a half, is a very different type. He's a
cosmopolitan, metropolitan kind of guy. He's a businessman. And he went to Tufts University32
and he actually got a master's degree in economics there. And he met a man from China who
was getting a master's in economics. The two of them formed a partnership and started a
company in Beijing and he has been living in China, and he has a wife and he has two kids, and
he has been living in China ever since. It's been a long time now. I don't know when he first
moved to China but it's over ten years ago. Eleven, twelve years maybe, something like that. I'd
have to think it out. And they have two children; the youngest is just about turning four, close to
four, the oldest will be eight this summer. So four and eight. Yes, they've been there for eleven
or twelve years. And we visit them periodically, flying over- they live in Hong Kong now- so
flying over there is arduous. But they come and visit us every summer and have a long stay. And
we use Skype33 - I don't know if you know about Skype38:54
Wagner:

No.

-It's the video Internet video, that conference thing, and so we can see them and
Moreau:
they see us, and Erica and her husband Kevin, the son, the brother, her brother is Mica, and
Rachel is his wife. Erica and Kevin have two children too, but there's a bigger discrepancy in
their case. They have a 10-year-old boy and a three-year-old girl. And the three-year-old girl was
actually- boy is their biological son- but the three-year-old girl they adopted from Russia. And
she is, you know, cute as a button, but she couldn't speak a word of English when they first
adopted her. So I do think I have grandchildren, they call me 'gramps-'
40:06
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:

-So maybe sometimes I slip, because I think of them as my grandchildren-

Wagner:

Right, that makes sense.

32
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Moreau:
-I will certainly think of them as my grandchildren. Usually though I speak of
Erica and Mica as my stepdaughter or my stepson. Sometimes it's so complicated I just say 'my
daughter.'
Wagner:

I guess we should talk about La Salle. [Laughs]

Moreau:

Laughs. Okay.

Wagner:

How has the philosophy department changed since you came here?

Moreau:
Wow. Philosophy, like religion, are deeply connected with traditions of Catholic
higher education. It's a very long tradition. Catholicism, philosophical thought and theological
thought go all the way back to Saint Paul. Jesus, actually. But, you know, it started getting
elaborated in Saint Paul's generation, the ideas and their incorporation of the new ideas that
Jesus, the new way of life, the good news that he brought, started getting incorporated into the
traditional philosophy that had been developed by the ancient Greeks and Romans. And you, this
semester, Liz, have read Saint Augustine, who was, you know, one of those people who tried to
combine the thought of Plato with the Bible, the teachings of the Bible, so this is a very rich
tradition. Many, many questions have been asked. Questions about how to live and what's
important in life, and what's right and what's wrong, and the thought is that an institution of
higher learning, a Catholic institution of higher learning, should preserve this tradition and
transmit it. It is a well of wisdom for us, not that it's always right, this tradition, but by struggling
with it we can get a deeper and more substantial grasp on the problems that face us. And we have
to keep tweaking the tradition, we have to keep changing it but it's worth preserving. It's worth
studying. There were, after some very great minds who lived in the past, who came before us.
People who were very thoughtful, people who had very good judgment. Wise people. Wise men
and women. And if we refuse to listen to them we lose something. So philosophy has a very
central place in a Catholic university, along with the study of religion. Religion is sacred is
scriptures. The traditional way that this is divided is, goes back to Saint Thomas, and even before
him. There are two halves to the truth. There is reason on the one hand and there is revelation on
the other hand. And in theology, theologians study revelation; philosophers see what reason can
tell you. That is the traditional divide between these two departments. And La Salle was no
different from other colleges and universities, so as late as the 1950s I think you had to take four
courses in philosophy and four courses in religion in order to graduate from La Salle. Now
there's not such a heavy requirement anymore, but that was how it was in the 1950s. When I frrst
came here, when I was first teaching here as an adjunct, there was a six course requirement in
philosophy and a six course requirement in religion and it had been reduced. And the reduction
meant that the department was getting smaller. You didn't need that many faculty members if
you were going to teach fewer courses. But the department would have had about twelve
members at the time ifl remember correctly. Had about twelve members when I frrst started
teaching here as an adjunct. I'd have to go back and look. I could look at my records. This is the
trouble with the oral history report; you don't have your records with you. But actually that's
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before I was a full-time member of the department. The very first time I taught here was 1978 so
that does go back some distance. But my relationship was more fleeting than it is now, than it
became later. And also, there was a transition. If you go back to the 1950s and the 1960s back
when I was growing up, what would have been taught at La Salle was something called NeoThomism34. And there standard texts, it was almost like a catechism, where standard positions,
moral, in moral philosophy, about the human psyche, standard views that were dra~, derived
from Saint Thomas, were put in texts, an what you would do in the philosophy course was just
study these texts and it would tell you the truth. And these texts were not written by great
philosophers. These texts were written by contemporaries, 20th century scholars who tried to
summarize the views of Saint Thomas. And this was called Neo-Thornism. It wasn' t really
Thomas. People didn't read Thomas himself. Michael Kerlin 35 , who was the chair of the
department when I first started teaching here, told me that - and he was a graduate of La Salle
University, well it was La Salle College back then - he did not read any word, any writings of
Saint Thomas when he came through La Salle. So there wasn't that habit of reading original texts
back then. It was more rote memorization of secondary accounts of the Thomas philosophy. And
that can be kind of deadening, because everybody just learns, you know, it' s almost just like
' memorize this,' and it was like- so there was a major transformation that took place at La Salle
and I think it was a transformation for the best. There was an attempt to make La Salle' s
philosophy department more reflective of the kind of diversity that you find in good philosophy
departments across the country. So there was an attempt to fmd people who taught things other
than Neo-Thomism, and there was an attempt to find people who would be able to introduce
students to the original works, the great classic works of philosophy themselves. And you know
how we teach it now. We read Plato himself or we read Descartes himself. We don't depend on
secondhand accounts of their works. So that is a transition that the department has gone through.
Instead of reading, teaching N eo-Thornism texts, it teaches a wide diversity of traditions and it
tries as much as possible to go back to the original classic works of philosophy. And so today we
have eight full-time members in the department and they represent different perspectives.
Because this is a Catholic university we want to maintain the Catholic intellectual tradition. And
we have, we will always keep some people who will be able to teach that traditions, who have an
attachment for it, and affection for it. So we have Dr. Van Fleteren, who is our specialist in
Augustine. Augustine is the city, but Augustine36 . And then, you know, Dr. Michael Kerlin died
this past November, but he was a special- he taught our course on Aquinas, that part of it. But
Robert Dobie to is a specialist on Aquinas, so there - we want to maintain that tradition so that
Catholic students who are interested, including some philosophers, philosophy majors I mean,
34
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who want to be able to explore their own tradition, we want to be able to offer that to our
students. Simultaneously, we want to keep a sense of what's going on in the rest of the world. So
Dr. Arleen Dallery is our specialist on French and continental contemporary thought. And we try
to - my background is philosophy mind, as I told you, and I wrote my dissertation on
intentionality in particular, and my training, I went to the University of Connecticut and Temple,
those are secular schools. And so my training goes outside of the Catholic tradition, except -my
professional faith, that is, it's not Catholic, I was not trained by Catholics. But my religious
upbringing is Catholic. And Dr. Dobie, his area of expertise is epistemology, and he was trained
at the University of Pennsylvania. So we have quite a diverse department. We think we have a
good program for our majors. We had, for our philosophy majors, we had a party on Saturday at
my house, and Juliet and my house, and it was actually a very nice party. But an alum came who
graduated two years and he's going to Villanova University, full scholarship. We've got other
graduates like that, who are going off to graduate programs in the humanities or in philosophy.
And that means that they're doing alright here, you know, when they succeed at that. And it's
gratifying to see former students succeed like that. And I will hopefully hear from you, Liz,
maybe five years after you graduate, you'll tell me that- I don't know, what are your career
plans? Oh, this, you're interviewing me. I'll have to ask that some other time.
52:33
Wagner:

[Laughs]

Moreau:
[Laughs] But, I know I talk a lot, and it's very easy getting me talking, but it is a
little unnatural when the conversation goes all one way like this.
Wagner:

Oh, I understand. [Laughs]

Moreau:
[Laughs] So I don't know. Did I answer you or give you a sense that, the
transition of what the department was? It had a certain character that you would have found at
Fordham or at other, at Marquet or at Boston, or at other Catholic universities. But it was pretty
straight-laced, straight laced is not quite the right word. It was pretty narrow. Actually I would
say it was relatively narrow. And this is has I'd say, broken through that rigid framework, NeoThomist framework, but we believe it is important to maintain the Catholic identity of the
department and to offer our students resources for studying the Catholic intellectual traditions in
philosophy. Simultaneously, for students who are not Catholics, we'd like to offer a full-range, a
diverse sampling of the different branches of philosophy and the different traditions in
philosophy, including traditions that are not rooted in Catholicism. And I think we're managing
that. And we have, according to a count I did three weeks ago, about 27 majors in philosophy
right now, including double majors. And that's healthy, you know, because philosophy's not for
everybody. It's not traditionally it' s not a wildly popular major. And for a school our size, about
3300 undergraduates, that's a respectable number. And we've got an active Philosophy Club and
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the president, Anthony Delcollo is a senior and will be graduating, but he' s got some interesting
programs. In fact, tomorrow he' s hosting a panel discussion on La Salle' s intellectual culture.

Wagner:

I' m writing an article about that.

Moreau:

Right. Oh, you are?

Wagner:

lam.

Okay. [Laughs] You' re busy! [Laughs] But that was Anthony, that was, I shouldn'tjust credit
him, the whole philosophy club, that was their idea. Last fall they had a panel discussion on
terrorism, and they had invited faculty members to talk about that. It' s been - and they meet
37
almost once a week in the lounge , I'm pointing to the lounge, down the hall here. And they
have very interesting discussions. So, I like that. It' s a - and I think if you 25 or 30
undergraduates in philosophy .. .the thing about philosophers is that they love to talk so if you
have 25 or so you have enough of them to want to get together to talk. So I think it's a thriving
program, the philosophy department here.

Wagner:

How are we on time? Just curious.

Moreau:

It is one after two according to my -

Wagner:

Okay.

Moreau:

Okay. Are we done? [Laughs]

Wagner:
Well, is there any other time I can meet with you sometime to, just some followup questions?
Moreau:

Sure. Actually I can continue now.

Wagner:

I actually-

Moreau:

You have a class?

Wagner:

I have a meeting with Dr. Cicala.

Moreau:

Oh, okay. Okay. Well, why don' t we terminate the conversation-

56:38
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00:00
Wagner:
I guess what I want to ask is, how has La Salle changed, in general, since you' ve
been here? Like, anything particular that stands out in your mind.
Moreau:
That' s a big question. Ifl were going to - when you' re being recorded you don't
want a lot of airtime. You want to fill the air with your, you know, mellifluous voice instead of
thinking. And I'm not sure ifl go to the first thing that comes to mind that it's the most
important thing by any means. I think that one change is not unique to La Salle, but is perhaps a
transformation that has been taking place across America at many colleges and universities like
La Salle. And even at large universities that have 30,000 students, and state universities, where
you can still see this change. And I'd say that gradually college education is becoming much
more expensive in comparison to what it was 30 or 40 years ago. And that has been steeply
increasing across the last couple of decades. I mean, by golly, tuition here is 40,000 dollars. It' s
incredible when I think about it. That proportion of the family' s income is much higher than
what a year' s college tuition was in proportion to the family income back in the 1960s or 1970s.
Simultaneously, federal funding and public funding in general for higher education has been
decreasing. And that has altered college life in certain ways. I would say that La Salle students
are more affluent today, in general, than they were when I started teaching here. "Where did you
go for spring break?" Oh well, I mean, the idea of actually going on a vacation somewhere on
spring break would have never occurred to the typical La Salle undergraduate 20 years ago. It
would be "Well, I worked all week. The restaurant let me work 40 hours that week," or
something like that. But I see some students coming back with tans and things like that. And you
look at the cars students drive in the parking lot, and you have a sense of a more affluent student
body. But you also have a sense of students who feel financial pressure. Students who leave La
Salle with a pretty heavy debt, or otherwise whose parents have taken on some debt to pay for
the tuition, and who are there for, very much interested in fmding a career track that would allow
them to pay the bills that they come to. And so I see economic pressures on today' s students that
did not exist maybe 30 years ago. They did not exist with as much power as they do today. And I
don't - I think today's students - I don't mean that they goof off less, we always goofed off,
goofing off is - but goofing off was part of the college experience was good in a way that you
would maybe explore things. You would learn things. You would, the bull sessions in the dorms
at night were really learning sessions. And it allowed you a certain kind of freedom to do things
that maybe you wouldn't otherwise do. Take courses that were frivolous. Take a course in studio
art or a course in music or even if you just wanted to know something about Zen-Buddhism you
might take a course in it, just for the heck of it, just because you thought it might be interesting.
You might take a course in poetry. And the thing, "What can you do with that? How's that gonna
help you make a living?" wasn' t the first question in your mind. Remember, these were the days
of the hippies. And the hippies were dropping out, they were dropping out of society when I go
back to the 1970s. And that's when I frrst started teaching in college. Not at La Salle, because
when I was a graduate student I started teaching. But there was some of that spirit here on La
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the president, Anthony Delcollo is a senior and will be graduating, but he' s got some interesting
programs. In fact, tomorrow he' s hosting a panel discussion on La Salle' s intellectual culture.

Wagner:

I'm writing an article about that.

Moreau:

Right. Oh, you are?

Wagner:

lam.

Okay. [Laughs] You' re busy! [Laughs] But that was Anthony, that was, I shouldn' t just credit
him, the whole philosophy club, that was their idea. Last fall they had a panel discussion on
terrorism, and they had invited faculty members to talk about that. It' s been - and they meet
almost once a week in the lounge37 , I'm pointing to the lounge, down the hall here. And they
have very interesting discussions. So, I like that. It' s a - and I think if you 25 or 30
undergraduates in philosophy ... the thing about philosophers is that they love to talk so if you
have 25 or so you have enough of them to want to get together to talk. So I think it' s a thriving
program, the philosophy department here.

Wagner:

How are we on time? Just curious.

Moreau:

It is one after two according to my -

Wagner:

Okay.

Moreau:

Okay. Are we done? [Laughs]

Wagner:
Well, is there any other time I can meet with you sometime to, just some followup questions?
Moreau:

Sure. Actually I can continue now.

Wagner:

I actually-

Moreau:

You have a class?

Wagner:

I have a meeting with Dr. Cicala.

Moreau:

Oh, okay. Okay. Well, why don' t we terminate the conversation-
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00:00
Wagner:
I guess what I want to ask is, how has La Salle changed, in general, since you've
been here? Like, anything particular that stands out in your mind.
Moreau:
That's a big question. Ifl were going to - when you' re being recorded you don't
want a lot of airtime. You want to fill the air with your, you know, mellifluous voice instead of
thinking. And I'm not sure ifl go to the first thing that comes to mind that it's the most
important thing by any means. I think that one change is not unique to La Salle, but is perhaps a
transformation that has been taking place across America at many colleges and universities like
La Salle. And even at large universities that have 30,000 students, and state universities, where
you can still see this change. And I'd say that gradually college education is becoming much
more expensive in comparison to what it was 30 or 40 years ago. And that has been steeply
increasing across the last couple of decades. I mean, by golly, tuition here is 40,000 dollars. It's
incredible when I think about it. That proportion of the family' s income is much higher than
what a year's college tuition was in proportion to the family income back in the 1960s or 1970s.
Simultaneously, federal funding and public funding in general for higher education has been
decreasing. And that has altered college life in certain ways. I would say that La Salle students
are more affluent today, in general, than they were when I started teaching here. "Where did you
go for spring break?" Oh well, I mean, the idea of actually going on a vacation somewhere on
spring break would have never occurred to the typical La Salle undergraduate 20 years ago. It
would be "Well, I worked all week. The restaurant let me work 40 hours that week," or
something like that. But I see some students coming back with tans and things like that. And you
look at the cars students drive in the parking lot, and you have a sense of a more affluent student
body. But you also have a sense of students who feel financial pressure. Students who leave La
Salle with a pretty heavy debt, or otherwise whose parents have taken on some debt to pay for
the tuition, and who are there for, very much interested in fmding a career track that would allow
them to pay the bills that they come to. And so I see economic pressures on today' s students that
did not exist maybe 30 years ago. They did not exist with as much power as they do today. And I
don't - I think today' s students - I don' t mean that they goof off less, we always goofed off,
goofmg off is - but goofmg off was part of the college experience was good in a way that you
would maybe explore things. You would learn things. You would, the bull sessions in the dorms
at night were really learning sessions. And it allowed you a certain kind of freedom to do things
that maybe you wouldn' t otherwise do. Take courses that were frivolous. Take a course in studio
art or a course in music or even if you just wanted to know something about Zen-Buddhism you
might take a course in it, just for the heck of it, just because you thought it might be interesting.
You might take a course in poetry. And the thing, "What can you do with that? How' s that gonna
help you make a living?" wasn't the first question in your mind. Remember, these were the days
of the hippies. And the hippies were dropping out, they were dropping out of society when I go
back to the 1970s. And that's when I first started teaching in college. Not at La Salle, because
when I was a graduate student I started teaching. But there was some of that spirit here on La
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Salle's campus in the 80s as well. There was a change taking place then, but I'd say there's less
feeling that you can spend your time just following any question that you have. That you need to
take courses that are sensible and that will lead to a sensible career. And that is a major change.
Wagner:
Do you feel that La Salle's playing a part in that? I mean, for me personally, I
enrolled in a Farsi class for next semester that got cancelledMoreau:

Oh, yes.

Wagner:
So, I don't know if that's just this scenario, or if college curriculums are playing
a part in that, for students.
Moreau:
Well, the college is wrapped up in the same economic pressures. Why did La
Salle cut that class? That Farsi class. I don't know. They would explain it on the ground that
enrollment was too low. And we had a class in the philosophy of art that had eleven students in
it, wait a minute, yeah, we had a class only eleven students in it, and it was closed for lack of
student interest. Now, in the past the cutoff for that, for closing a section, was officially ten
students. You had to have ten students in a class. But usually we only closed a section if we went
down to eight students. And sometimes if the chairman of the department pleaded and there were
only six students the Dean would relent and, "Okay, you can run it." And you'd say "Oh, I love
it, it's great." But La Salle, the money wasn't so tight back then. Because if you have a teacher,
and we teach four courses a semester, so one fourth of a salary going to six students in a given
semester. That's expensive. I mean it's a great part of a private school that's small like this that
you get a good teacher-student ratio, but it starts getting really expensive when you have a
teacher teaching six students instead of teaching 15 or 20 or 30. And so there are financial
pressures to cut off classes that don't draw enough interest, even when they are, you think it
would be good that the university would have a course on Farsi. And that this should be a place
for that kind of thing, even for the small, even if the interest is relatively small. It would be
interesting to find out what the enrollment was like. You could write an article about this, you
know. You could ask what courses were cancelled and why. But there are, it's fmancial, the
pressure on universities. And also there are parents who sometimes think, they complain, they
can complain, students can complain, I see student complaints on student evaluation forms,
students who say "Why do I have to take philosophy?" We have a requirement in the core, and
when the university's administration hears those complaints, "Why do I have to take this? Why
do I have to take that? How is that gonna help me in my life?" Well maybe the university, as a
Catholic university traditionally thinks, "Well, spiritual growth," and all of that stuff. But when
you are under financial pressures that can feel like a luxury. So I say that financial pressure is
something I'm feeling here at La Salle. It's just narrowing in a way and concentrating people's
lives in a way that it didn't before. And I have to say, that having been to other college
campuses, it's the same way elsewhere. If you went to Duquesne or if you went to Dickinson
College or Gettysburg, you'd have the same pressure. You'd have the same pressure at a big
state college like Penn State. It's, you know, it's the federal funding for education there- it's
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dying out. Because people don't want to pay tax dollars to support the state universities. So that's
a bad thing, you might say that's a bad thing. But there are also good things. I'd say students
write better than they did 20 years ago. That they come, they're better writers than they were 20
years ago. So let me just balance the bad thing with one good thing. I think there has been a real
effort at the high school level to teach good writing, and I can see the result. Okay?
11:18

Wagner:
Okay. So, I believe, this was a few years, maybe 97 38 , I can't remember offhand,
they did like a huge overhaul of the curriculum here, and you were the chair of that?
Moreau:

Mhmm.

Wagner:

Can you tell me a little bit about that experience?

Moreau:
Yes. I was the chairman ofthe core design committee, that's what it's called. We
have a university curriculum crew, and it's made up of faculty and deans, and we use it to answer
to the provost. The provost is the chief education officer, I guess you can think of him that way,
he's chiefly responsible for the educational programs of the university. And the curriculum
committee approves programs of study and approves courses. So if you want to start a new major
at La Salle it needs to be approved by the curriculum committee. And also if you change the core
requirements, that needs to be approved by the curriculum committee. Well, this curriculum
committee, instead of redesigning a brand new core, decided to form a separate committee that
would design the core. And this was called the core design committee. And the individuals were
appointed, the faculty members were appointed by the faculty Senate. And when we all got
together, there were eight of us, we all said, "Who wants to be chair?" Nobody wanted to be
chair. And it was one of these things where people said, "Oh, Moreau, he's a great leader, let's
make him chair." "Okay, I'll do it." Okay, I'll do it. I mean, because we were all looking at,
staring at each other. "Who wants to do this?" And I gave in. And it took us about a year. We
had an elaborate process involving meetings with departments and we wanted to learn what they
perceived to be the weaknesses of the core that existed at the time and what changes they
strongly recommended. And after that process we talked to students, we had meetings, focus
group sessions with students, and we talked to the deans of the various schools. There were
perceived flaws with the earlier core. And we had three big plans and we said, "Which one
would you like us to pursue?" Three major alternatives. And the faculty selected one of the
pl~s, and after that we worked it out in detail and we had many open forums about this and that
aspect of the curriculum proposal and we were criticized, you can imagine, because you - for
instance, we don't have a foreign language requirement. You can bypass it by taking art courses.
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Although you can satisfy the core requirement by taking foreign languages under the patterns of
meaning39 - I'm not sure how familiar you are with the core. All the core courses - and you' re a
little bit more removed from it because you' re in the Honors Program - all core courses fall into
three categories: one is " basic skills," that' s called "powers." And that includes a math course,
writing courses, computer science, [] courses, public speaking. And then in the middle tier there
is something called "frameworks of scientific understanding." These are the frameworks courses,
and these are the science courses [computer sleep noise ]. And these include natural sciences,
social sciences, economics, psychology, sociology, and political science fall into there, along
with chemistry, biology and physics. And then the third tier is "patterns of meaning" and that's
the humanities [Phone rings] essentially. I guess I should answer that15:51
About five minutes pass while Dr. Moreau is on the phone. Then we continue with the
interview. These last 15 minutes on are on a fourth audio file on the third CD.
Audio File IV
00:00
Moreau:
I think maybe I was saying that it' s a sensitive process because we all very much
believe in our disciplines.
Wagner:

Right.

Moreau:
We believe that it's important. So we want a piece of the action. We want
students to- if you' re an economist you think, look, you can' t be a well-informed citizen unless
you know some basic economic principles, otherwise you be a dupe to politicians who have
crazy economic ideas about how we' re going to avoid this recession, for instance, or something
like that. And people who teach psychology believe that to be a well-informed human being you
ought to know about the human psyche, and then foreign language seems so important to some
people- how can you - you' re going to be a narrow American unless you can really read
newspapers in some other language so you can gain a perspective from a different part of the
world. And the sciences, you should know the sciences; some are pseudo-science and false
claims. Think about claims that are made about global change. Whom do you believe? Unless
you have some basic ideas about science you can be easily fooled. There are a lot of charlatans
out there who will take advantage of naive people. And we feel, of course, in the philosophy
department, the same way. So when you feel that strongly, that hey, the students should study
this field, and if you don' t have a presence in the core, you can feel left out, you can get angry
about that, and so we had to be very careful about how we did it, and that' s why we kept going
back and having open forums where people could criticize us. And then it went to a faculty vote.
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When we finally had, we got the approval of the faculty Senate, we had to go to a vote, and it
won the vote. And it was an expensive core because it included the double, which is a small
version of the triple 40 . Everybody was saying the honors students have such a great program in
the triple, why don't we do that for all La Salle students? Well ,the triple has a cap of 15 students
in each section, that's expensive. But the faculty wanted it. And so all La Salle students take a
double for one semester, it's not a whole year-long program. And then there's the FY0 41 , that's
sort oflike the Honors lab. And that was the innovative part. And it's a rare thing; there aren't
that many schools out there that offer something like that, where you go as- you know, it's like
the triple - you go as a whole core into two classes, and the teachers compare, trade their syllabi,
sometimes they'll walk into each other's classrooms and do joint sessions. We were very happy.
Dr. Srnith42 was on that curriculum committee, and Dr. Ryan, who just called me, Fran Ryan was
on that curriculum.
3:28
Wagner:

So are you happy with the way it turned out?

9'/

Moreau:
I think it is a good core. It's logically organized. And when Tom Kheggy came
here he said one of the things he really liked about La Salle was its core program. It's broad, and
I think a student who graduates out of La Salle- you know, there is the possibility of having a
very narrow college education where you do everything all in one little narrow area. You never
get out of your major. So you do accounting courses and business courses and accounting
courses and business courses and that's all you do and that's all you know and you don't have
any sense of the larger world. And here at La Salle that's very hard. Even if you are a business
major you are gonna study some literature, you are gonna study some history, you are gonna
study some science. And I think that that's good. So I'm happy about that. And not everybody
does agree with me. You know, there are faculty members who think students should have more
choice, and we shouldn't force their hand as much as we do. But I remember having my hand
forced and being thankful for it. Being introduced to something that I wouldn't have otherwise
been introduced to. In fact, I didn't know what philosophy was when I was in- I come from, you
know, a public high school. We didn't have philosophy. I didn't know what philosophy was until
I took my first philosophy course. And I became a philosophy major. So I have to be thankful; it
was a requirement. So I'm pretty happy. It's lasted. It's lasted quite a while, Liz, for a core. A
core curricula usually lasts about ten years. This one's in its tenth year, and we may still review it
in a year or two, but it will have had its day. But I think a lot of people are happy with it. It was
an exciting process. I learned- I met a lot of- I came to know the community. I came to know
40

Refers to the Honors triple, a program for Honors students where they have two semesters of literature, history,
and philosophy that covers the same time periods simultaneously.
41
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the students at the time who were the leaders, because we talked to a lot of them, we talked with
student government, you know, "What are your criticisms of the core?'' But I came to know
people on other parts of this campus simply because we kept meeting over and over again with
people with different departments.
6:11

Wagner:
I' ve one question left, I'm just trying to figure out how to make it all. .. [Laughs]
I'm getting there. It's been a long day. How has your time at La Salle affected your life as a
teacher, as a person, just in general?
Moreau:

Mmmm.

Wagner:

Are you happy with it?

Moreau:
Mmmm. You know, if I didn't have to make any money I would continue
teaching. It gives me a reason to get up in the morning. It makes me a more interested observer
of the world. The fact that I have the chance to bring things that I see to my students- you know,
sometimes I bring in a newspaper article or something that I've read- it becomes much more
interesting to say, "Oh boy that connects exactly with what I'm teaching in class." It' s much
more fun. There' s nothing- well, I like to talk right. I like to be [], conversation, and I like
reading. Dr. Smith and I are in agreement about this; what kind of a job do you read great books
and then talk about them with other people. And I like being with young people, with students.
They kinda keep me honest, and keep me alive to new developments. I learn all sorts of things all
the time that I wouldn' t know anything about. And I changed, and I've matured as I've gotten
older as a teacher, and I think in some respects I'm a better teacher than I was maybe 20 years
ago. I think I'm less concerned with what I used to consider "intellectual rigor." [student
interruption, says no] I was really interested in getting arguments through reason, getting
students to have to reason very tightly, to defend their positions so when they were writing
papers, and not allowing any holes in their way of arguing. And so I would sometimes talk about
the - I would dismantle a student' s paper logically, I was more likely to do that, or in a
conversation in the classroom I was more likely to challenge a line of arguing and to pull it apart.
But I've come to think that what students didn' t see was, they would see the trees but then lose
sight of the forest, and they wouldn' t - I wasn' t conveying the importance of the issue that we
were discussing. So I'm more interested now in helping students see why, not so much settling
the question before us, but see why it' s important. And make first steps toward settling it, and
working at it. [Cough] But I think getting a sense of what is and what is not is important, more
important that I had thought before. But it changed my life. It' s enriched my life. It's- I don' t
have any regrets about this career that I've chosen, that's for sure. And I think, so when I tell my
students - and I think I've told your class probably three or four times now- it' s very important
to fmd a line of work that you find rewarding, that you feel good about, that you think you' re
doing some good at. And it can be all sorts of things. You can be a plumber. And I think, in fact I
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know, having been in a plumbing crisis in my life on a number of occasions, I'm so thankful that
there are competent plumbers who can do that kind of thing. That' s a good kind of work. Now
it's the kind of work for somebody who likes just working with things. But there are other- and
I think that' s great, we need people who like looking into things and enjoy making pipes fit
together well and takes pride in doing work that doesn't leak and will last a long time. And there
are people who like to be with people and they can do a lot of good working with people.
Whatever it is that you do, there are so many lines of work that can be intrinsically rewarding.
You get home and you feel that I've done the world some good. I've helped a few of the clients
that I have, or whatever. And that is what working at La Salle has been for me. My wife and I
were talking about this because she's right now a volunteer, she doesn't get a paycheck, she's
doing volunteer work, and she was saying she works as hard and she doesn't get a check, and we
were talking about money as a motivator, and in our case- now if you need the money to put
food on the table and you're desperate for that, it can motivate you to do almost anything- but in
our case, where we're well off, we don't worry, and if I lost this job I would find, I have a sense
that I would fmd another job, and in that kind of a situation I hardly connect the paycheck with
the work because I would want to do it anyway. So it's been a very good thing for me. You
know, we're exploring the world, trying to understand the world we're in. It's an intriguing
world, and I'm so happy there are places like La Salle. And I like the tradition. I like the
Christian Brothers43 , I like their traditions, I think it's too bad that the presence- when you
asked me earlier how has La Salle changed, well, the diminishing presence of the Christian
Brothers on campus is a change. When I was here, when I started teaching here the provost was a
Brother, the Dean of Arts and Sciences was a Brother, there were more Christian Brothers on the
faculty, and you saw more collars and it was much more evident. And there may be now, what,
about 25 Christian Brothers on campus? Some are in our administration, but it's a thinner
presence than it had been in the past. I like the tradition of the Christian Brothers. This is a
challenge here for us at La Salle; how you can carry on the traditions when the Christian
Brothers themselves get to be a smaller presence. But I like the tradition and it's created a
community for me. And I think for all of us there is a sense of community. It's a very- it's a
small enough place that I can get to know almost, most people on this campus, at least on a first
name basis. So that's been good. I don't know if I've answered your question.
Wagner:

I think so. Excellent.

Moreau:

Okay. Are wefini?

Wagner:

Is there anything else you would like to say?

Moreau:

No, that's alright.

Wagner:

Alright.

43
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15:09
End of Interview- The time is approximately 1:40pm.
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