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SWIMMING - FRIDAY 
Eastern lntercollegiates Explorer Sports BRAWNER BREAKS 

VERDEUR'S RECORD 

Explorer Hoopsters 
Arizona In National 

Rally To Deleat 
Invitation Tourney 

----------------------------------------------
W i Id cats Display Great Spirit; 
Score Tied At Half-Time 33-33 

(Stroh-Photos by Kane) 
Successive plays, in the final period of the Arizona-La Salle game, which brought the Explorers from a 

57-56 deficit to a 61-57 lead. Both Jimmy Phelan and Frank Comerford, who tied for high scoring honors 
with seventeen points each, fell after getting off their shots. J 

Right: Phelan appears to be riding on the back of Bob Honea (12) as he prepares to make a two-pointer. 
Phelan was fouled on the play by Jim Dunlap (31). Phelan's field goal and foul put the Blue and Gold a­
head 59-57. 

Left: Comerford is fouled by Leon Blevins (behind Comerford) as he is about to shoot. Frank had a per­
fect night at the foul circle and sank the two free throws to increase the Explorers' lead to four points, 61-
57. Other players are Leo Johnson (4), who was high scorer for the Wildcats, and Stu Tomkins. 

Verdeur-Brawner Title Race 
Features Eastern Championships 

by Joe Gavin '52 

One of the highlights of the 1950 swimming season takes place 
tomorrow when Joe Verdeur, erstwhile collegiate breaststroke king, 
meets Bob Brawner of Princeton, heir apparent to the throne in the 200 
yard breaststroke during the Eastern Intercollegiate Swimming Champ­
ionships. 

Two weeks ago, Verdeur, swimming against the clock, erased Braw­
ner's American mark for the 200 yard breaststroke in a short distance pool 
at Springfield College's sixth annual 

of ousting Yale. Thus the greater water carnival, and just last week, 
pressure will fall on Verdeur who edged Brawner by a mere two feet 

in a 100 yard race at the Trenton must win in order to bolster La 
Salle's chances and at the same time Times Invitational Meet. 
retain the breaststroke crown which The Olympic Champion covered 

the course in 59.4 which tied the he has worn for the past three years. 

Versatile Stars 
Lead Cindermen 

by Bill Sullivan '52 

The 1950 edition of the Explorer 
track team will be led in its quest 
for the Middle Atlantic Team 
Championship by three seniors who 
will defend their individual champ­
ionships. 

Captain Jim Tuppeny has been 
the Blue and Gold mainstay in the 
Pole Vault for three years, climax­
ing his career by winning the Middle 
Atlantic Pole Vault championship in 
1949. 

Jim is one of those rare all-around 
cindermen. Last season, he per­
formed the rare feat of scoring 
three firsts and a third against a 
strong St. Joseph's team. He won the 
pole vault, high-hurdles, high jump 
and a third place in the discus. 

Another versatile cindermen is 
Lou W oyce, who captained the team 

Ballplayers Eye 
Vacant Spots In 
Early Workouts 

Because of inclement weather and 
the inability to use the gym due 
to varsity basketball practice and 
the Catholic Grammar School Bas­
ketball Tournament this past week 
have shortened the workouts of the 
Varsity Baseball Team candidates. 

Prospective pitchers and catch­
ers have heen active part of each 
day for the past two weeks, but 
the infielders and outfielders have 
been waiting for a break in the 
weather before they begin loosen­
ing up. 

Coach Bill Haeffner, in his fourth 
year as baseball mentor, is anxious 
to get the team operating. Haeffner 
is hopeful of improving on last 
year's record of six wins and nine 
losses, even though he has lost five 
of last season's regulars. 

Likely prr,spects in the pitching 
department are Harry McDermott, 
Jim Covello, Mike Iorio, and Herb 
McLaughlin. McDermott is a hold­
over from last year's hurlers while 
the latter three have all moved up 
from the JV squad. 

Joe Schneberger, Dick Burns, Bill 
Zwaan, and Joe Lloyd are showing 
impressive work in their bids for 
the vacant catcher's positions. 

Juniors Jack Haggerty and Jack 
Molnar and Jack Hogan are back 
with a desire to retain their out­
field posts. All three carried healthy 
batting averages over .300 for last 
season's campaign. Haggerty led the 
club with .348 and only edged Mol­
nar by two percentage points for 
batting honors. 

ALL CITY TEAM 

Three Explorer starters Jim­
my Phelan, Frank Comerford 
and Larry Foust have been 
chosen to a ten-man All City 
team. Villanova's Paul Arizini 
St. Joseph's Paul Senesky, and 
Swarthmore's Jim Rielly were 
the only unanimous selections. 

American mark for that distance. 
The record was originally set by 
Keith Carter of Purdue, another of 
Joe's arch rivals. 

Last Saturday, Brawner shattered 
Verdeur's world record for 200 yard 
breaststroke in a long distance pool. 
Brawner swam the distance in 
2:13.1, lowering the world record by 
1.6 seconds. 

Brawner Still Improving 

The Explorers are sending a full 
squad to Annapolis to give Yale, the 
only victor over La Salle during the 
regular season, a battle for top hon­
ors. 

But this is no easy task because 
Coach Joe Kirk's natators are up 
against a team which has recorded 
over 50 consecutive victories and 
also has won the Eastern title the 
past twelve years in a row. 

in his sophomore year. Lou has won 
the MAAA.U. broad-jump two 
years in a row and is expected to 
stretch it to one more this year. 
Besides jumping a consistent twen­
ty-four feet, the blond senior is a 
standout in the 100 yd. dash and low , 
hurdles, winning all three in last 
year's opener with Swarthmore. 

This was the fourt consecutive 
year that Larry has been chosen 
this honorable position, while 
Jimmy was voted to the City 
team last year. Comerford is the 
only one of the three Blue and 
Gold stars that has not received 
the award before. 

Brawner is only a sophomore at 
the New Jersey school and what is 
more remarkable is the fact that he 

Other teams who are definite con­
tenders for the title are Springfield, 
North Carolina and Amherst, all of 
whom La Salle defeated during the 

has been swimming breaststroke for past season in dual meet competi-
only two years. Yet, in that short 
time, Brawner has mastered the 
most difficult of all swimming 
strokes to such a degree that he 
1as been ranked as one of the top 
breaststrokers in the country. 

The sophomore sensation wowed 
the swimming world earlier in the 
year when he butterflied 200 yards 
in 2:16.7 which stood as the Ameri­
can record until Verdeur posted his 
brilliant 2:11.4 two weeks ago. 

La Salle Rates Chance 

tion. 
Among the mermen competing, 

along with Verdeur, for the Blue 
and Gold will be All-Americans 
Bob Regan, Allan Rhodes and Far­
rell Devlin. Kirk will probably use 
Regan and Rhodes in the 50 and 
100 yard sprint races while Devlin 
will probably vie for honors in the 
220 ,and 440 yard freestyle. 

These three will have a tough job 
of stopping Bob Blum, Yale ace; 
who specializes in the 100 and 200 

Cross-Country captain Frisby 
Euell, quarter-mile champion, com­
pletes the trio of champions. Frisby 
has won both the quarter mile and 
220 yd. dashes, completing this 
double event three times last season. 

Coach Frank Wetzler, while op­
timistic concerning the squad's 
championship hopes, stresses the 
fact that he is most anxious to re­
ceive candidates for the squad, 
whether or not they have had pre­
vious experience. 

favorites to score a first place in 
the 400 yard freestyle relay, since it 
was through their brilliant per­
formances in this event last season 
which earned the entire quartet 
places on the All-American team. 

The Explorers finding out much 
to their amazement a tall well 
coached five in the makeup of the 
Arizona Wildcats last Saturday had 
to go out in order to emerge tri­
umphant by the count of 72-66. 
This victory enabled the Explorers 
to enter the quarter-finals against 
Duquesne during the second round 
of eliminations in the National In­
vitational Tournament. 

Defeating the Wildcats was not 
an easy task as many sportswriters 
predicted. Arizona, led by such 
noteworthy courteers as Leon Ble­
vins, Leo Johnson, and Bob Honea, 
battled the Blue and Gold hoopsters 
to even terms during the first half, 
although the Explorers had at one 
time an eleven point spread only to 
find the lead gradually diminished 
to nothing under the Wildcats bar­
rage of long one-hand-stabs, as the 
score was tied at 33 all at intermis­
sion. 

Penner Fouls Out 
Early in the second half with both 

teams tied away, disaster struck the 
Arizona aggregation when their 6' 7" 
pivot-man Paul Penner fouled out. 
Penner's services were nothing less 
than terrific for the short time he 
participated he scored nine valu­
able points while his backboard ef­
forts were far from futile. 

Explorer Coach Ken Loeffler, see­
ing that the man-to-man defense 
was of little problem for the Wild­
cats to solve, switched to the zone 
with approximately nine minutes 
remaining. At this stage of the game, 
Larry Foust really became a thorn 
in the side as far as the Wildcats 
were concerned. Larry either block­
ed or deflected most of the Arizona 
would be baskets and made sure 
that those shots that did hit the 
boards were turned into potential 
Explorer baskets. 

L. Johnson 6' 4" scoring whiz for 
the Arizona quintet with 17 coun­
ters, pushed the Wildcats ahead 
momentarily with a 30 foot one­
hander, however, the lead was short­
lived as Jimmy Phelan retaliated 
with a drive-in to keep the Ex­
plorers ahead for the remaining of 
the encounter. 

Gallagher Stars 
Inky Gallagher, who entered the 

game with only two mintues left, 
made his presence felt, for the six 
points by which the Loefflermen 
won can be credited to Inky's efforts. 
Gallagher not only handed out two 
valuable assists, but also sank two 
fouls to put the encounter on ice 
for the Explorers. 

Jimmy Phelan, who held Blevins 
to one field-goal and two fouls dur­
ing the first half, along with Frank 
Comerford shared Explorer scoring 
honors for the night with 17 points 
apiece. 

(Stroh-Photo by Kane) Whereas Brawner's Princeton yard distances, and who has yet to 
team's chances of landing the East- taste defeat this year. 
ern title do not rate very highly, The aforementioned three, com­
La Salle is given an outside chance bined with Verdeur, will be heavy 

Another strong spot in the Ex­
plorer's attack is the 150 yard med­
ley relay team. This trio will be 
composed of Bill Dorsch, back­
stroke; Joe Verdeur or Bob Fitz­
gerald, breaststroke; and Allan 
Rhodes or Bob Regan, anchor men. 

The crew prepares to put the boat on the river for the first time this 
year, last week. Left to right: Bones McDonnell, coxswain; Jim 0-ougherty, 
bow; 2, Herman Bache; 3, George Hines; 4, Bill Kieser; 5, Humbert 
Sweeney; 6, Charlie Wynn; 7, Tom Waters; and Francis Stauton, stroke. 
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Tourney Tosses 
!.!;;;;;=======by Carmen Zaccaria '50 =======~ 

The Explorer-Arizona duel was 
a rock 'em, sock 'em affair which 
featured wide-open offensive play 
and provided more than the usual 
quota of thrills for the Garden 
fans. 

• 
The Wildcats, who proved to be 

a tougher club than most experts 
had expected, made a real battle of 
it chiefly because of their effective 
long-distance sniping. 

• • 
Most of their hoopsters used a 

peculiar one-handed snap shot, with 
their feet remaining fixed on the 
floor. This type of shot is seldom 
seen in Eastern circles and proved 
to be a novelty to the spectators. 

* • * 
The loser's big offensive gun, Le­

on Blevins, who went into the ball 
game with over 400 markers to his 
credit, tried every move in the book 
in attempting to outsmart Jimmy 
Phelan, but ''The Hawker" would­
n't bite. 

• • • 

(Photo by Kane) 
The starting five who carried the Explorers thru their most successful season and to a bid to the National 

lnvitational Tournament. Left to Right: Jimmy Phelan, Frank Comerford, Larry Foust, Stu Tomkins, and Bob 
McCann. 

Just when it appeared that the 
Wildcats might overtake the Explor­
ers late in the game, Coach Ken 
Loeffler shrewdly sent his charges 
into that hard-to-penetrate zone de­
fense. This strategic move paved the 
way for the victory. 

Loeffler later explained, "We don't 
use the zone chiefly for defensive 
purposes. It has real value as an 

·Spirited Play Of First Five 
Is Keynote Of Team Successes 

Mainly due to the spectacular 
hardwood achievements of coach 
Ken Loeffler's starting platoon, 
Larry Foust, Frank Comerford, Stu 
Tomkins, Jimmy Phelan, and Bob 
McCann, the Explorer hoopsters 
played magnificiently through the 
regular scheduled season. They 
amassed a 20-3 record against many 
of the nation's top hoop-squads and 
have merited a placement in the 
National Invitational Tournament. 

These five starters, composed of 
four seniors and one junior, proved 
invaluable to Ken Loeffler's plans 
for producing a winning quintet. 
This aggregation has collected the 
amazing total of 1117 points out of 
the entire team's total of 1627, not ,at 
all bad considering the fact that 
nine other Blue and Gold hoop­
sters figured in the squad's scoring. 

Headed by Foust, two other team­
mates, Comerford and Phelan, rip­
:ped the cords for 200 points and 
-over, and the two members hit well 
:over 100 counters, with diminutive 
Ace McCann just missing the two 
hundred mark by five counters. 

Alleymen To Vie 
For Playoff -Spot 

After ten bitterly contested weeks 
of rolling, the Intramural Bowling 
League turns toward the home­
stretch of its fifty-six game schedule 
this week with John Sherlock's 
Sleepers and Sam Seran's Jersey 
Cutters who are tied for the loops 
leadership, and both sport records 
of twenty-four wins against twelve 
defeats. 

The Bowling League, an infant to 
the intramural sports schedule at 
La Salle, has been very successful 
in its first year and Bill Cook, 
League President, has been assured 
of its continuance because of the 
fine work he has done toward fur­
thering competitive bowling at [.a 
Salle. 
Play-offs, April 4 

A play-off has been arranged be­
tween the first four teams on Tues­
,day, April 4. The two winners that 
,day will roll-off on April 6 to decide 
the championship. The winning 
.squad will be awarded the custom­
ary blue and gold jackets. 

Banquet preparations are under 
way and will take place sometime 
in the middle of May. President 
Cook, '50, is lining up a number of 
sport celebrities to attend the ban­
quet. 

RILEY & MAGAZINER 
lMOBILGAS 

Motor Tuning Auto Repairs 

Chew & Olney Aves. 
PHILA. 36, PA. Phone VI 4-9542 

Foust, 6'9'' center, not only kept 
many of the court-world's heralded 
pivot-men in check, but he also 
maintained an average of 13.9 points 
per game as well as being the 
squad's top foul-goal producer with 
77 fouls chalked up to his credit. 

Capable Comerford, perhaps the 
team's most prolific scorer, always 
seemed to play his best when the 
going was roughest, as witnessed by 
his deadly long-range sniping 
against a deli'berate Manhattan five. 
Frank, who ended the season's 
schedule with 280 points, is, ac­
cording to Loeffler, possibly the 
team's best competitor. 

Guarding a man who has four 
inches or more to spare is of little 
difficulty to Charlie Tomkins, be­
cause he has the uncanny ability 
to outguess his taller opponent. His 
guarding of 6'5" Bowling Green 
forward, Stan Weber, was a thing of 
beauty to witness, for Weber scored 
only one field goal while Stu scored 
14 points. 

Phelan and Mccann, the two 
guarders who have played brilliant­
ly, could match their wits against 
any of the nation's guardmen. Phe­
lan, about the only player in Col­
legiate ranks who games in and 
games out, is capable of keeping the 
enemy's high scorer in check. Jim­
my, the only non-senior on the 
squad, will never be forgotten by 
Carolinian fans for his horsecol­
laring of "hot-hands" Sammy Ran­
:iino, who was picked as the A.P. 
second All-American team because 
of his scoring prowess. 

Although McCann stands a mere 
5'9", his lack of height is over­
shadowed by his ability to fake his 
opponent out of position, and his 
ability as a ball-handler and assist­
man is well known to all basketball 
fans. His consistent fine playing has 
been a great attribute to the team. 
In the game against Baldwin Wal­
lace, McCann handed out innum­
erable assists and chipped in with 
12 points. That night the Loeffler­
men's ball-handling dazzled the 
Cleveland fans and the Explorer's 
shooting spree set a new field goal 
record at the Cleveland arena. 

Formal Wear 
TUX.ED'O1S 

FULL DRESS 
CUT AWAYS 

F. MADONNA 
813 SOUTH 10TH ST. 

Phone: PE 5-4421 

ROBERT RYAN 
famous Dartmouth Alumnus, says: 

"I stopped switching around 
when I hit on Milder CHESTERFIELD 
It's my cigarette." 

STARRING IN 

"THE WOMAN ON PIER 13" 
AN RKO RADIO PICTURB 

IAltER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

offensive weapon by placing Foust 
in a position to snare the rebounds 
and giving our front men the op- ...__/ 
portunity to get down the floor in 
a hurry." 

* • 
Incidentally, as was the case 

against Manl].attan a few weeks ago, 
Foust was again plagued by mis­
erable luck in his shooting, Larry 
was getting his shots away, 'but 
the lid was on. 

* * * 
When Ace McCann connected for 

his third field goal in the closing 
minutes, he joined teammates Foust, 
Phelan and Frank Comerford in the 
"Over 200" Club. Ace moved his 
total to 20>1 for the season. 

Visit 

PETE'S 
Tonsorial Parlor 

LEONARD HALL 

Dial 61 


